MT GRAVATT LAPIDARY SOCIETY INC.

ROCKBOTTOM NEWS

Established 4™ February 1964

CLUB CLOSURE - 12" and 13" NOVEMBER
for
QLACCA JEWELLERY JUDGING COURSE

Will be held at the club house the second weekend in November. Minsoc will move their meet-up to the first
weekend in November.

FOSSICKING COMMITTEE

Due to the lack of interested members to help the fossicking committee organize trips there will no longer be trips every
month.
Fossicking trips will be advertised in the newsletter a month in advance and notices will be posted at the clubhouse.

Any members interested in helping on the fossicking committee please step up.

Those interested please contact Michael Siwek or Louise Fieldhouse.

GEORGE IS COMING
28" October

X For our new Members who do not know who George is ..............

George is the go to for rock, slabs and faceting rough who visits the club usually twice yearly.

George brings a large display of rock, slabs and faceting rough for you to purchase at your

CHRISTMAS PARTY

The date has been set for our Christmas Function. It will be held on the 2™ of December at the club
house.

CHRISTMAS CLOSURE

The final session at the club will be open Saturday 16™ December and re open on Monday the 9" January.

CHRISTMAS RAFFLE
The main Christmas raffle has been donated by Joe Nezmah and Ann Chang and is on display in
the club house.

Tickets are available... at the club house.
Winner will be drawn at the Christmas Party on Saturday 2" December.

“This facility has been sponsored by the Queensland Office of Arts and Cultural Development “
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President Report SEPTEMBER 2017

Hi
Due to Sue being in hospital and having an attack of the dreaded flu myself it has

prevented me being at the club a lot this month. Thank you to all the support mem-
bers for picking up the bits and pieces for me.

| think that all the members will agree with me that the main room looks much big-
ger and brighter, with the new coat of paint. Thanks to Trevor, Jasper and Mike
Wang for the paint work. It took David, Darrell and myself running to keep up with
removing and replacing all the fittings as they went. The finished product really
makes the work worth while.

Sue Ericksson as Museum Curator now as the large job of organizing, naming, dis-
playing and cataloging all the mineral specimens into to the new display cupboards
thus allowing all items be seen in the best possible light.

Mal England has been hard at work behind the scenes and has the new book cases
built, painted and ready to be installed. This will be happening very shortly.

Once the books have been moved into the new Library, we will be looking to the
Silver Members for suggestions for the layout of the silver room. Particularly where
the different equipment should be mounted for the best use of space and the most
effective use of that particular piece of equipment.

Jim

FACETING ROOM RULES (still under review) —

Peter Bennett (is still looking at and formulating the rules ) he has visited, discuss and as-
sessed the rules of other clubs before formulating ours.

These rules will be based around the philosophy of the club and the use of the equipment.
In addition, they will encourage course members to present their stones for an internal
assessment by Bob Kelly.

QLACCA REPORT SEPTEMBER 2017

The AGM scheduled to take place at Bribie Island was unsuccessful the delegates present
did not equate to a quorum. The AGM has been rescheduled at the Beenleigh Gem Fest on
the 8" October.

A Jewellery Judging course is being held at the Mt Gravatt Club-rooms November 12" and
13", Itis pleasing to see that some of our experienced silversmithers have put their hands
up to do this course and help boost the few judges we have at present.

Tina
LIBRARY REPORT SEPTEMBER 2017

| am sure most members have noticed | have not been in attendance for the last month
due toill health, but | am assured that the library books are still as | left them and the
members have been doing the right thing, keeping them tidy and in place.

Thanks to Mal England we will have new look library as soon as our Mineral displays are
back in their new display cupboards. After discussion with some of the members Mal has
designed and built book shelves for our library. Thank you Mal.

Sue Horton
SHOW SCHEDULE for 2018

Now available on the website and at the front desk of the clubrooms.
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Management Committee

President:

Jim Horton

0418 885 180
mglspresident@gmail.com

Vice President:
David Buhmann

Treasurer:

Tina Horton

0432 288 670
mglstreasurer@gmail.com

Secretary:

Louise Fieldhouse

0414 960 069
mglssecretary@gmail.com

Chief Instructor:
Katherine Parsons
0
mglschiefinstructor
@gmail.com

Assistant Chief Instructor

Publicity Officer
Linda Fountain
mglspublicity@gmail.com

Committee Officers

Assistant Treasurer:
Sue Horton

Assistant Secretary:
Trevor Lewis

Maintenance:
1 Jim Horton
2 David Buhmann

Librarian
Sue Horton

Museum Curator
Sue Ericksson

Field Trip Officer
Darrell Bennett, Michael
Siwek, Paul Opitz and
Peter Lansbury

Providore
Trevor Lewis




Chief Steward
Tina Horton

Stewards:

Sue Erricksson,
Katherine Parsons,
Trevor Lewis

Gem Show
Convener
Fabian Bracco

QLACCA
Representative
Tina Horton

Housekeeper
Contracted

Silver Committee
To be formed

Life Members
John Brady

Val Cugola

Sue Ericksson
Bob Kelly

Helen Petterson
Albert Taylor
Joan Taylor
Laurel Viogt
Kevin Voigt

LIBRARY
BORROWING

Members may borrow
up to two books at a
time.

Please return all bor-
rowed books within

2 weeks of borrowing
them.

Please sign out all
books being bor-
rowed from the
library.

There is a register for
this purpose on orin

the desk in the library.

MUSEUM REPORT

The restocking of the museum has begun, thanks to the help of Joe Nezmah. It is proving to be a
slow process as the layout is different. | am | the process of setting up the display as States of
specific localities depending on how may we have. | amalso setting up a gypsum display and a
zeolite display. More sections will be decided on as they become apparent.

It is already looking good in the new cases. Sue E.

NEW EQUIPMENT.
Book Cases for the Library.

IF YOU WANT TO KNOW ABOUT OUR CLUB

Mt Gravatt Lapidary Society has a new website if you would like more information
on the Society and it's facilities please visit

www.maglslapidary.com.au

For what’s happening at the clubhouse please see our Face-
book: www.facebook.com/mtgravattlapidary or Instagram:

@mtgravattlapidary
NEW MEMBERS

This month the Management Committee welcomes: Lara Anderson, Haydn Meyers, Ari-
el Lee, Alicia Huang, Li Zhang, Sitong Zeng, Eve Thoopthaisong, Annie Lang and Dianne
Crockder. If you see these members at the club Introduce yourself to them and make
them welcome.

September’s Gemstones

Are you born in September, then your birthstone is commonly Sapphire or if you are a
mystical person then your choice will be Agate

SAPPHIRE

Chemistry Al203

Crystal system Hexagonal (trigonal) Crystals common, often barrel-shaped with flat
ends, sometimes bipyramidal: also massive, granular, in rolled pebbles.

Refractive index 1.76 — 1.77
Hardness 9
Specific gravity 3.99 — 4.10

Sapphire is the gemstone variety of the mineral corundum and can be any colour but red.
Red corundum is called ruby. Corundum in its pure state is colourless but naturally
formed specimens are usually coloured very dark blue, green or brown and almost
opaque. The transparent gem varieties show a wide range of colours; titanium causes the
typical blue colour while varying amounts of iron and chromium result in yellow. Green,
pink and orange sapphires. Some sapphires contain unusual needle-like inclusions, and
cut in a cabochon shape to display a six-rayed white star.

The hardness of the sapphire is only second to that of the diamond making it a very dura-
ble and beautiful gemstone for everyday wear.

Until the late 1980’s Australia produced over 70% of the worlds commercial grade sap-
phires. This has resulted in Australian sapphires developing a reputation of being dark
and of low quality. In is known that for many years, buyers have relabeled our best sap-
phires as coming from desirable sources in other countries to boost the price.

A fine Australian sapphire is comparable to those from any other country.


http://www.mglslapidary.com.au
http://www.facebook.com/mtgravattlapidary

September’s Mystical alternative

AGATE (is a variety of quartz)
Chemistry Si02

Crystallography Hexagonal microcrystalline
Refractive index 1.5 — 1.553

Hardness 7

Specific gravity 2.651

AGATE is a distinguished by having multiple colours. While not usually as rich as our crystalline gems, the colour can be
quite vivid. Agates are sometimes opaque, but they are frequently translucent and occasionally completely transparent.

BANDED AGATE is some of the most popular. They are found all around the world, with Brazil being one of the most pro-
ductive sources. Note that many of the richly coloured, banded agates you see can be dyed.

LACE AGATE is noted for its delicate designs. Mexico is one of the premier sources for this material.

DENDRITIC, MOSS and PLUME AGATE these agates have in common that they contain mineral inclusions which may be
any colour but share roughly tree-like or branching forms (dendron=tree). Those which have a more plant or feather-like
appearance have been called moss or plume agates, respectively. All agates take a wonderful polish and are tough enough
for most jewelry uses.

Nomination for Committee Positions AGM 2017

The Secretary
Mt Gravatt Lapidary Society Inc.
PO Box 150, Mt Gravatt 4122

WE wish to nominate (Name) for the position indicated below.

(Please circle one option only, per nomination)

PROPOSER SECONDER

Signature Signature

Name Date Name Date
President Chief Instructor Show Convenor Publicity Officer

Vice President

Assist Chief Instuctor

Museum Curator

Librarian

Secretary

Maintenance Officer 1

Maintenance Officer 2

Maintenance Officer 3

Assist Secretary

Providor

Field Trip Officer

QLACCA Delegate

Membership Secretary

Silver Committee 1

Silver Committee 2

Silver Committee 3

Treasurer Chief Steward

Assist Treasurer

Nominations for President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer and Chief instructor must be received by 1st November
2017 (the cut off). The Nominations will be posted on the Office Notice Board by the 8th November 2017. Late nomina-
tions for these positions are treated the same as nominations from the floor of the meeting. Nominations from the floor
will not be considered if a nomination is received before the cut off date.

Nominations for other positions can be accepted at any time before voting on that position.

| accept the nomination

(Nominee Signature) Date

The nominee must be a financial member of the society and must accept the nomination by signing above.



Why are Some Gems Cut as Cabochons?
In the gemstone world, a cabochon is a stone that is cut with a highly polished, rounded or convex
top with no faceting and a flat or slightly domed base. A cabochon may be cut in any shape,
though oval is by far the most common. The term comes from the French caboche, meaning knob
or small dome. Certain stones are almost always cut "en cabochon", including opal, turquoise, on-
yX, moonstone, and star sapphire. In the gemstone world you will often hear the term cabochon
shortened to "cab".

Technically, cabochons are not really
"cut". Rather, they are shaped and then
polished. It is thus a much simpler task
to produce a cabochon than it is to cut a
faceted gem with many faces. Before the
art of faceting was developed, all gem-
stones were produced as cabochons,
though some were intricately carvedas
well.

Faceted gemstones made their appearance in European jewelry during the late 13th and early 14th
centuries. With the advent of the horizontally turning cutting-wheel in the late 1400s came the
possibility of designing and repeating elaborately conceived geometric faceting schemes, thereby
controlling and enhancing the light coming from within the stone. The fascination with geometry
and reflected light during the Renaissance accelerated the development of a sophisticat-

ed lapidary art. Starting with the Renaissance gem-cutting trade in Bruges, to Venice, Florence and
eventually the whole of Europe, the management of light became the central theme in gem cut-

ting.

Once the technology and skill was available to facet gemstones, why were cabochons still pro-
duced? The question is an interesting one because different gems are cut as cabs for different rea-
sons. In many cases it is because the gem has special properties that are displayed only when it is
cut as a cabochon. Examples are gems that display optical phenomena such as asterism (the star
effect), chatoyancy (the cat's eye effect), iridescence (e.g., opal) or adularescence (e.g., moon-
stone).

) Most gems that are opaque are cut as cabo-
Fire Opal Cabochon chons rather than faceted. Also, lower grade gggyésc%lgenryl Cats Eye
material of gemstone types such
as sapphire, ruby and garnet is cut as cabs.
If the gem material has very good color but
is not sufficiently transparent or clean to be
faceted, it can still be shaped and polished
into very attractive cabochons. It is also
common to cut softer stones as cabs, since
gems with a hardness score of less than 7
(on the Mohs scale) can easily be scratched
by the quartz in dust and grit. Minute
scratches show much less on a cabochon
than on a faceted stone.

Snap Seventeen Mile Rocks
Unit 1, 152 Bluestone Circuit
Seventeen Mile Rocks QLD 4073
P: (07) 3279 4911

E: 17milerocks@snap.com.au
shap.com.au

Snap Seventeen Mile Rocks



https://www.gemselect.com/other-gems/cabochon-gemstones.php
https://www.gemselect.com/gem-info/opal/opal-info.php
https://www.gemselect.com/gem-info/turquoise/turquoise-info.php
https://www.gemselect.com/gem-info/moonstone/moonstone-info.php
https://www.gemselect.com/gem-info/star-sapphire/star-sapphire-info.php
https://www.gemselect.com/other-info/faceted-gemstones.php
https://www.gemselect.com/jewelry/jewelry.php
https://www.gemselect.com/other-info/cut-gemstones.php
https://www.gemselect.com/gem-info/cutting.php
https://www.gemselect.com/gem-info/cutting.php
https://www.gemselect.com/help/newsletter/newsletter-dec-13.php
https://www.gemselect.com/gem-info/glossary.php#asterism
https://www.gemselect.com/gem-info/glossary.php#chatoyancy
https://www.gemselect.com/gem-info/glossary.php#adularescence
https://www.gemselect.com/other-gems/cabochon-gemstones.php
https://www.gemselect.com/help/newsletter/newsletter-jun-10.php
https://www.gemselect.com/other-info/gem-carvings-engravings.php
https://www.gemselect.com/gem-info/sapphire/sapphire-info.php
https://www.gemselect.com/gem-info/ruby/ruby-info.php
https://www.gemselect.com/gem-info/garnet/garnet-info.php
https://www.gemselect.com/gem-info/gem-hardness-info.php
https://www.gemselect.com/gem-info/quartz/quartz-info.php

DATES TO REMEMBER

OCTOBER NOVEMBER
7th QLACCA Management Meeting, Beenleigh Show 4TH QLACCA Christmas Dinner
. . . 4-5TH Bundaberg Gem Fair
7th Beenleigh Gem Festival, Beenleigh Sh d
eenleigh Gem Festival, Beenleig owgrounds 1sth FEEVIGLS AGM***
14th Nambour Gemfest, Nambour Showgrounds 18th QLACCA General Meeting

21-22nd Toowoomba Gemfest, Centenary Heights High

School, Ramsay Street, Toowoomba DECEMBER
2nd MGLS CHRISTMAS PARTY

If undelivered please return to

Mt Gravatt Lapidary Society Inc
PO Box 150
Mount Gravatt Qld 4122

Mt Gravatt Lapidary Society Details

Address:

Club Opening Hours Silver Classes
Mt Gravatt Park, 1873 Logan Road, Upper Mt Gravatt Qld 4122 Mon 7.30—9.30 pm Tue 9.00—12 noon
Postal Address: Tues 7.30—9.30 pm Thur 7.00—9.30
P.0. Box 150, Mt Gravatt Qld 4122 Wed 9.00—12 noon Mineral Society
Phone: (07) 3219 3381 Fri 9.00—12 noon Last Wednesday of the month at
Email: mglslapidary@gmail.com Fri 7.30—9.30pm 7.00 pm
Website: www.mglslapidary.com.au Closed public holidays
Club meetings are held on the third Wednesday of the month N Saturd 3rd Saturdav of th th
at 7.30pm. All Members are welcome and are encouraged to pen >aturday rd >aturday ot the mon
attend. Open Sunday 4th Sunday of the month

JOINING FEES

Adult Members - $70 - Comprising $30 joining fee, $30 annual subscription and $10 badge.
Junior Members (between 10 and 16 years) - $25 - Comprising S5 joining fee, $10 annual Subscription and $10 badge.
NEWSLETTER LEVY for posted Newsletters $15.00 per year. Newsletters collected from the Club are free
Newsletters are posted to Life Members free of charge
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