
           MAY 2017 

“This facility has been sponsored by the Queensland Office of Arts and Cultural Development “ 

*******SHOW TIME******* 
Hope to see you at the show enjoying yourself and showing the 

community what the club is all about 

CLUB RAFFLE FOR THE SHOW 
In previous year’s raffle tickets and show flyers have been posted out to all the members. This 

year they are to be picked up at the clubhouse. 

If you are unable to pick these up at the club and would like to obtain them please contact 
the secretary on mglssecetary@gmail.cm or phone Jim Horton on 0418 885 180.  

************************************************************************** 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to those members who have already come forward to help at the show.  It is not too late to volun-
teer.  

Linda Fountain will be seeking people out at the show to relieve members for breaks. You only have to make 
yourself known to her and she will find a place for you 

This is one of the only times we expect our members to step up and volunteer their time and expertise for the 
good of the club and to raise money for the club. It is the only big fund raiser the club has annually 

 

CLUB RULES 
1. The first one to remember is the Duty Instructor or Duty Officer are in charge at all times.  

2. All members must obey their directions and they have the authority to ask members to leave a session 
if their directions are not being followed. 

Please make sure as members you read through and familiarise yourself with the club rules. All member should 
abide by these rules at all times. 

Any concerns you have please bring to the attention of the Management Committee. 

 

DONATION TO BOWEL CANCER 

In remembrance of  BRAD  THOMSON  the club and its Members we have got a substantial     do-
nation to send to Bowl Cancer. It was passed at the May meeting to add a club donation and 
send after the show. 

  

mailto:mglesecetary@gmail.cm


Management Committee 

President: 

Jim Horton 

0418 885 180 

mglspresident@gmail.com 

 

Vice President: 

David Buhmann 

 

Treasurer: 

Tina Horton 

0432 288 670 

mglstreasurer@gmail.com 

 

Secretary: 

Louise Fieldhouse 

0414 960 069 

mglssecretary@gmail.com 

 

Chief Instructor: 

Katherine Parsons 

0 

mglschiefinstructor 

@gmail.com 

 

Assistant Chief Instructor 

 

Publicity Officer 

Linda Fountain 

mglspublicity@gmail.com 

 

 

 

Committee Officers 

Assistant Treasurer: 

Sue Horton 

 

Assistant Secretary: 

Trevor Lewis 

 

Maintenance: 

1 Jim Horton 

2 David Buhmann 

 

Librarian 

Sue Horton 

 

Museum Curator 

Sue Ericksson 

 

Field Trip Officer 

Darrell Bennett, Michael 

Siwek, Paul Opitz  and 

Peter Lansbury 

Providore 

Trevor Lewis 

 

 

President Report                       MAY 2017 

Hi 

The preparation for our show is in full swing. The first round of 
entries are back for the stewards to prepare for display and distri-
bution of prizes. The catering has all the orders in hand for the 
BBQ and the club house has successfully been cleaned and 
spruced up ready for all to see. 

Sue and Phil and Wilma and Joe have done an excellent job on 
our mineral displays 

I would like to convey a big thanks to Kylie Keates and Mark Jarvis 
for one of our BBQ, and Mat and Kellie Scullion for the other. This 
has saved the club a considerable expense.   

It is nice to see more of our members becoming involved in the 
club and its activities. Thank you to all those members who have 
volunteered time for the Working bee and Show. 

I would like to remind all Members the conditions of our Field 
Trips. 

1. Only financial members are covered by the club’s insur-
ance. We are happy for you to invite family along however 
the club takes no responsibility for these participants.  

2. Trips not approved by the Management Committee are not 
Club trips and therefore are not covered by insurance.  

3. To comply with the insurance specifications certain paper-
work must be present at the clubhouse before the trip 
leaves. (see the policy manual or the books in the fossick-
ing bag) 

 4. The trip organizer is responsible for paperwork signing peo-
ple on and off the site and making sure no one is left in the 
field. (see the policy manual or the books in the fossicking 
bag) 

5. If these conditions are not adhered to then the trip be-
comes the responsibility of the organizer. 

Do not forget your RAFFLE tickets are available at the clubhouse. 
We have five beautiful prizes donated by Members and we expect 
all Members to participate with this fund raising.  If you would 
like yours posted out please contact the President by phoning 
0418 885 180 or Secretary on mglssecretary@gmail.com.  

Jim 



Chief  Steward 

Tina Horton 

 

Stewards: 

Sue Erricksson,  

Katherine Parsons, 

Trevor Lewis  

 

Gem Show  
Convener 
Fabian Bracco 
 

QLACCA  

Representative 

Tina Horton 

 

Housekeeper 

Contracted 

 

Silver Committee 

To be formed 

 

Life Members 

John Brady 

Val Cugola 

Sue Ericksson 

Bob Kelly 

Helen Petterson 

Albert Taylor 

Joan Taylor 

Laurel Viogt 

Kevin Voigt 

 

LIBRARY  

BORROWING 

Members may borrow 
up to two books at a 
time. 
 
Please return all bor-
rowed books within 
2 weeks of borrowing 
them. 
 
Please sign out all 
books being bor-
rowed from the 
 library. 
 
There is a register for 
this purpose on or in 
the desk in the library. 
 

 

 

 

Silver 

Ring course went really well 

Silver casting courses are fully booked out; however, Tina will look at holding another class 

in the future 

Linda’s class is nearly finished, progressing faster than most classes and is going great 

Richard’s class has just started on Tuesday morning and attendees are happy 

Please remember that beginner silver kits are to be used during classes only 

If you have not used a piece of equipment before please have an instructor show you how 

to use it first 

Also remember that silver is only to be used in the pickle pot. Please do not put other met-

als (such as steel) in the pot as it will cause contamination. If you are unsure of the 

metal you are using, please don’t put it in the pot 

General business 

An Instructors meeting was held at 1pm on 20 May 2017 after the working bee to raise any 

challenges or concerns related to cabbing, faceting and silver 

Keep up the fantastic work, keep creating and we look forward to seeing you all at the 

Show!  

LIBRARY REPORT                            MAY  2017 

It is disappointing that very few of our missing books have been returned.  

These books are a resource for all members, if books continue to go missing it de-
pletes the club’s recourses making the Committee question whether to continue to 
purchase items that are of interest. 

Sue Horton 

MUSEUM REPORT                                   MAY 2017 
As another museum has broken there has been yet another reshuffle of minerals. The 
issue of the doors breaking through old age will need to be addressed in the near fu-
ture. In the meantime the museum has been cleaned in readiness for the show.  No 
more work will be happening other than cataloguing (which is a continual work in pro-
gress) until the floors are done and the cupboards are repaired or replaced. 
 

MAINTENANCE REPORT  

With the show preparations, this has been static however the Floor Covering is to go down in 
the new Library this week.  

The saws and the Cab room will be cleaned out for the show and maintenance will be carried 
out before they are replaced after the show. 

Chief Instructor Report       17 May 2017 

Cabbing 

A reminder that the Duty Instructor is to be listened to and is in charge at all times during 

their session 

Please remember that if you do not follow the Duty Instructor’s instructors you may be asked 

to leave the session (we have a three strikes and you are out policy for sessions) 

The Duty Instructor has the full support of the Management Committee 

Wheel use in the cabbing room has greatly improved – thank you and keep up the good work 

Faceting 

Please remember to only touch the stones you are working with 

A member found their stone with a chip in it before they started to cut due to someone touch-

ing the stone prior 

Members are to remember to pre-form their stones using the wheels in the cabbing room 

prior to using the fast-cutting laps.  



NEW MEMBERS 

This month the Management Committee welcomes:  

Shannon Hoffman, Margaret Iiga, Robert Magyar, Wayne Moloney, Jeremy Ryan, Ashleigh and Gavin Smith, Daren and Julie 
Wilkinson and Steve Shong. 

If you see these members at the club Introduce yourself to them and make them welcome 

IF YOU WANT TO KNOW ABOUT OUR CLUB 
Mt Gravatt Lapidary Society has a new website if you would like more information on the Society and it's facilities please visit 

www.mglslapidary.com.au 

For what’s happening at the clubhouse please see our Facebook: www.facebook.com/mtgravattlapidary or Instagram: 
@mtgravattlapidary 

 

3M Radial Bristle Discs 
Nancy L T Hamilton 

The (Not So) Lazy Jeweler 

http://www.nancylthamilton.com/resources/tools/3m-radial-bristle-discs/ 

These tools are fabulous for finishing any area that has texture, pattern, hard-to-reach nooks 
and crannies, deep folds, etc.  I love them for cleaning up stone settings like the basket 
setting. 

They will cut grooves into smooth material – if you don’t take care.  For flat, smooth metal, I 
prefer sanding discs, sandpaper or a belt sander. 

 

 

Don’t forget to stack the discs.  Stack 3 to 6 on top of one another. 

Also, don’t forget to have the bristles pointing in the correction direction.  Mine point in 
a clockwise direction.  If your flex shaft is in reverse, they will be facing the other 
way.  Why is your flex shaft in reverse, BTW?  I’m just confused! 

 

 

 

You can get differently sized mandrels too!  I have a quick change handpiece so, I like all 
my mandrels to be 3/32″.  If you don’t care, you can use the 1/8″ mandrels.  Just be sure 
that the screw fits into your discs!  The 9/16″ and 3/4″ discs have a 1/16″ inch hole and 
the 1″ disc has a 1/8″ hole.  So exciting! 

There are three smaller sizes of radial bristle discs for use with flex shafts, micromotors or 
Dremels.  The discs come in sizes: 9/16″, 3/4″ and 1″.  I generally use the 3/4″ as an all 
around size.  The 9/16″ are teeny and I find the 1″ a bit large but, it all depends on what 

you are using them for and your likes and needs. 

Here a chart, that shows colors and their associated grits. 

 

NEW EQUIPMENT 

Three new Micro Dremels have been added to the Silver Room for the use by the carvers and the silversmithers 

 

 

http://www.mglslapidary.com.au
http://www.facebook.com/mtgravattlapidary
http://www.nancylthamilton.com/resources/tools/3m-radial-bristle-discs/
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President Jim Horton said more than 200 members contributed to a thriving group housed out of the Rolly 
Chapman Reserve. 

Mr Horton said the show would feature a large display of handcrafted work including “cabochons, freeforms, 
faceted stones and handcrafted jewellery”. 

He said he loved being involved with the club. 

“I love being able to cut rocks and minerals that my partner and I have found out fossicking and turn them into 
beautiful items of jewellery,’’ he said. 

“Each piece and result is entirely unique. 

“The support and guidance received from the club is amazing and I have learnt so much since becoming a 

member. I’ve learnt how to cut cabochons, create silver jewellery and even facet stones. The opportunities for 

creativity are endless in lapidary.’’ 

This article was kindly published by the Courier Mail in their Quest News, Southern Star edition 

A gem of a show in Mt Gravatt 

Southeast 

Southern Star 

PREPARATIONS are in full swing for the Mt Gravatt Lapidary Society’s annual gem 

show on Saturday, May 27. 



DATES TO REMEMBER 

If undelivered please return to  

Mt Gravatt Lapidary  Society Inc 
PO Box 150  
Mount Gravatt Qld 4122 

Mt  Gravatt  Lapidary  Society  Details 

Address: 

Mt Gravatt Park, 1873 Logan Road, Upper Mt Gravatt Qld 4122 

Postal Address: 

P.O. Box 150, Mt Gravatt Qld 4122 

Phone: (07) 3219 3381 

Email: mglslapidary@gmail.com 

Website: www.mglslapidary.com.au 

Club meetings are held on the third Wednesday of the month 
at 7.30pm. All Members are welcome and are encouraged to 
attend. 
 

Club Opening Hours 

Mon 7.30—9.30 pm 

Tues 7.30—9.30 pm 

Wed 9.00—12 noon 

Fri 9.00—12 noon 

Fri 7.30—9.30pm 

Closed public holidays 

Silver Classes 

Tue 9.00—12 noon 

Thur 7.00—9.30 

Mineral Society 

Last Wednesday of the month at  

7.00 pm 

JOINING FEES 

Adult  Members  -  $70  -  Comprising $30 joining fee, $30 annual subscription and $10 badge. 

Junior Members  (between 10 and 16 years)  -  $25  -  Comprising $5 joining fee, $10 annual Subscription and $10 badge. 

NEWSLETTER  LEVY for posted Newsletters $15.00 per year.  Newsletters collected from the Club are free 

Newsletters are posted to Life Members free of charge 

 
MAY 
27th  Mt Gravatt Gem Show, Mt Gravatt Clubhouse,  
 1873 Logan Road, Mt Gravatt 
JUNE 

3rd—4th Gunyah Club Display, Mt Coot-tha  
  Garden Auditorium 
JULY 
1st Gold Coast Gem & Craft Show, Miami State Primary 
 School, 18 Oceanic Drive, Mermaid Waters 
1st Caboolture Gem Fest, Caboolture Historical Village 
8th—9th Hervey Bay Festival of Gems, Star of the Sea  
 Catholic School, 39 Hughes Road  

Open Saturday 3rd Saturday of the month 

Open Sunday  4th Sunday of the month 

AUGUST 
5th QLACCA  Meeting Gunyah Club Rooms 10am. 
5th Innisfail Gem Show, Club Rooms 6 River Drive 
6th Atherton Show, Club House, Racecourse Road, Toga 
11-13th Anakie Gemfest, Anakie Central 
19-20th Rockhampton Gem Show 
26th Waterloo Bay Gem Show, Hemmant Community Hall 
 Brand and Ramsay Street, Hemmant 


