JUNE 2017

SHOW TROPHY WINNERS

PRESIDENT’S CUP : Debra Walsh Novice standard cabochon material Jasper

Laurie and Val Saint TROPHY : Genevieve Callaghan Novice Silver Sterling Silver Chain.

Don Wilkinson TROPHY : Tina Horton Freeform Any Material —Agate.

Lionel Whitby TROPHY : Bernie Dobson Novelty Gem Craft —Ship Model of The Mayflower.

Arthur Mullan/Brad Thomson Memorial TROPHY : Trevor Lewis Set Shape Fancy Cabochon material Agate.
FOSSICKERS CUP : Paul Opitz Petrified Wood Chinchilla.

BEST IN SHOW : Tina Horton -Commercial Mount- Agate in Copper Mount

SHOW RAFFLE WINNERS

Matt------------------ Sterling Silver Jewelery Set
Wayne Moloney-Sterling Silver Pendant with Blue Quartz
Alfonso Trudu -Sterling Silver Pendant with Blue Topaz

I. Bertram------ Sterling Silver Topaz Earrings
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Sandra Usher-----Sterling Silver Cuff

EXTENDED SESSION HOURS
From the 1* July there will be a Trial of extended working hours on Tuesday and Friday evenings to 5pm to 9.30pm.

This is to enable the more experienced Members to work autonomously and allow the instructors to be able to get some
work done on these nights.

If needed the more experienced cabbers will be put off the wheels on Tuesday Night from 7pm for beginners as usual.

Friday Night the instructors will be available for the less experienced cabbers and silversmithers after 7pm, however the
wheels are available to all Members.

“This facility has been sponsored by the Queensland Office of Arts and Cultural Development “




DESPERATELY NEEDED

The club is in desperate need of Cuttle-bone for the Cuttle Fish casting. If we do not get
donations the club will have to purchase the cuttlefish bone and this will markedly increase
the cost of our courses.

If you are going to the beach for holidays don’t forget we are in great need

***CHRISTMAS RAFFLE***

The main Christmas raffle has been donated by Joe Nezmah and Ann Chang and is on dis-
play in the club house.

Tickets are available at the club house. Winner will be drawn at the Christmas Party in late
November.

President Report JUNE 2017

Hi
Another successful MGLS Show 2017

It is very good to see our show building from year to year with attendance figures up this
year and more tailgaters than ever. This year we increased the area for the traders and
tailgaters and we still only had one spot not filled.

Thanks to your attendance and continued support our profits and revenue gradually climb-
ing each year. We have had reports in that it was worth your while to attend.

| would like to congratulate all the members especially the Novices who entered the com-
petition to make it a great success. It is really good to see all our New Members getting so
interested in the competitions.

We hope that all those members who were successful in winning prizes can and will make
good use of them. Those members who were not successful this year we hope will take
note of the constructive comments the judges made and work on these for bigger and
better entries next year.

A huge thank you to the many Members and non-member Volunteers who contributed to
the success of the show this year. This includes those members who tirelessly work behind
the scenes the three days prior to the show and those who stay back after helping with the
tiresome clean up so that it can be business as usual on Monday.

One cannot forget to thank all the members who volunteered their time to demonstrate
our crafts on the day, they did an awesome job, and the members who spent time putting
together collections for display so that all visitors could see the diversity of the crafts and
that the extent of these crafts are only limited by your imagination and artistic ability.

On a more somber note it has been brought to the attention of the Committee that there
has been several Members arguing with the instructors over miss use of the equipment
and the club rules.

“The First Rule of the Club is that the INSTRUCTOR is in-charge at ALL times”.

The club rules are handed to you on the back of your joining form. They are read to you
when you join and are available in several places in the building. All changes and reviews
are published in the newsletter which goes to all members electronically or in hard copy.

If any Member has an issue with the rules please contact the Management Committee or
put it in writing to the Committee to asking the rules be reviewed at the next meeting.

Our meetings are the third Wednesday Evening every month at 7.30pm and you can al-
ways attend and assist in the review and changes made to the club.

Jim

Management Committee

President:

Jim Horton

0418 885 180
mglspresident@gmail.com

Vice President:
David Buhmann

Treasurer:

Tina Horton

0432288 670
mglstreasurer@gmail.com

Secretary:

Louise Fieldhouse

0414 960 069
mglssecretary@gmail.com

Chief Instructor:
Katherine Parsons
0
mglschiefinstructor
@gmail.com

Assistant Chief Instructor

Publicity Officer
Linda Fountain
mglspublicity@gmail.com

Commiittee Officers

Assistant Treasurer:
Sue Horton

Assistant Secretary:
Trevor Lewis

Maintenance:
1 Jim Horton
2 David Buhmann

Librarian
Sue Horton

Museum Curator
Sue Ericksson

Field Trip Officer
Darrell Bennett, Michael
Siwek, Paul Opitz and
Peter Lansbury

Providore
Trevor Lewis




Chief Steward
Tina Horton

Stewards:

Sue Erricksson,
Katherine Parsons,
Trevor Lewis

Gem Show
Convener
Fabian Bracco

QLACCA
Representative
Tina Horton

Housekeeper
Contracted

Silver Committee
To be formed

Life Members
John Brady

Val Cugola

Sue Ericksson
Bob Kelly

Helen Petterson
Albert Taylor
Joan Taylor
Laurel Viogt
Kevin Voigt

LIBRARY
BORROWING

Members may borrow
up to two books at a
time.

Please return all bor-
rowed books within

2 weeks of borrowing
them.

Please sign out all
books being bor-
rowed from the
library.

There is a register for
this purpose on orin

the desk in the library.

CHIEF INSTRUCTOR’S REPORT 21 June 2017

Cabbing

o Things are moving along nicely in the cabbing room with the introduction of new sintered
wheels

. We expect that Club members remember to not skip wheels while working on their stones

3 The bearings have been changed on the sintered wheels and they are running well

. There is a new 30 sintered wheel on trial on the CabKin. Please ask the Duty Instructor
whether you can use this machine

. Jasper is now training with Trevor to be a Duty Instructor and once training has been com-
pleted she will be a freeform and fancy cabochon instructor

. Refurbishment of the bearings, mounts and motors of the soft wheels will be completed
within the next few weeks

. Due to the good behaviour from our Club members we have new Nova wheel. However, if
damage to the wheels occurs the situation will be reviewed.

Silver

. A new beginner’s class is set to start in July on Thursday nights

. Richard’s beginner silver class on Tuesday is progressing well

. A cuttlefish casting class was held and was very successful

. Please look at the whiteboard in the Lapidary Club to find out more about future silver
classes.

Faceting

. Please congratulate David Armanasco for passing the faceting assessment

. Faceting classes are going well regular attendance from Club members.
General

. A review of the Cabbing and Faceting rules is underway

o Please note that these rules are a living / evolving document

o If you have any suggestions, additions or alterations to these rules please put them in writ-
ing to the Management Committee and give to the Secretary

. Several submissions have already been received by the Management Committee

. Keep up the good work and keep on creating!

SHOW SCHEDULE for 2018

Available at the club house from the end of June

Review and CHANGE TO THE CABBING RULES

The submission for review was discussed and a decision was made that from the 1* July
the following amendment will be accepted.

Current Rule

USE OF DOP STICKS

Whenever the use of ‘soft’ wheels is necessary, in order to keep hands away from the
wheels and belts, all stones are to be correctly dopped.

Amendment as of the 15 July
USE OF DOP STICKS

When using the ‘soft’ wheels all cabochons (standard & Fancy) must be correctly
dopped. Freeforms with a longest axis under 25mm must be correctly dopped.
freeforms with a longest axis over 25mm can be worked on the ‘soft wheels’ without a
dop stick. Special permission regarding dop sticks maybe given to experienced members
at the instructor’s discretion.



Review and of THE FACETING RULES

After much discussion generated by the two submissions for review, changes have been held over until the July
Meeting. This will allow further discussion with Members and Instructors giving a broarder outlook on the compe-
tencies.

This will allow all competencies’ to be reviewed and include equipment competencies as well as the ability to cut
a competition quality stone.

The Geologist's Lament

By RL Frism (Lodestone 1940)

Gather ‘round me, hear my story,
I’m a rockhound in distress:

I’m a rockhound bathed in troubles.
I’m an outcast, more or less.

| have fossils in the kitchen.

| have crystals in the Hall.

| have min’rals in the bathtub.

| have relics on the walls.

| have oxides on the carpet.

| have oil upon the floor;

| have black light in the parlor;

| have bones behind each door.
Attic rooms are fairly sagging;

Flat rocks pave the cellar floor-
Pockets bulge with gemmy pieces.
All this and millions more.

Wifey thinks that | am goofy:

| don’t know: she may be right;
She insists I've silicosis

or some horrid form of “ite”

Says my head is lined with agate
(Freak replacement of the bone);
Claims my brain is just a nodule,
Says my heart has turned to stone.
Threatens me with separation:
Storms about our rock-lined home;
Says my life is just a geode

Or a hunk of mammal bone.

Are you rated as a fossil?

Or obliged to live alone?

How can you maintain a hobby,
And still have a happy home?



Beenleigh Show Schedule- is in the club house. We would like you to enter. All entries count as points towards lap-
idary club of the year. Your work is of a high standard and you should win prizes.

LIBRARY REPORT JUNE 2017

We have again been lucky to have a donation of books to our Library. A big thank you to Ron Young’s family for the dona-
tion. These books will be an asset to all members in faceting cabbing and silver. They will not replace the books still missing
this year but will fill some of the gaps.

Sue Horton

QLACCA REPORT JUNE 2017

At the June meeting it was decided that a Jewellery Judging Course would be held in November. QLACCA have requested
that we host this course.

The course is to be held the second weekend in November. Micro Minerals have agreed to move their meeting to the first
weekend to accommodate this course.

Fossicking Report

The May field trip was held on 4th June and was to the Wongawallan area. The trip was well attended with 14 cars and 31
people there. We had an excellent day with sunny weather and good parking beside the creek. The venue and the parking
were undercover and even the mossies took the day off. It was only a short climb down the creek bank to the fossicking
area where everyone had at least a bucketful of jasper, some went back for a second one as there was plenty, many differ-
ent colours were found.

On the negative side, several people spend a lot of time and energy smashing good jasper into small pieces and then leav-
ing the resulting mess in the creek, this is vandalism not fossicking, and can only result in more areas being lost to us. Itis
only necessary to knap a small chip off a corner of your rock to see if its a good one, most of the jasper can be recognised
from the outside and there's nothing inside that's any different anyway.

Pete L. Next Fossicking trip.... To be advised.

REVIEW of FOSSICKING GUIDE LINES

A submission asked for clarification and review of the rules for behavior and the numbers of members and associated per-
sons on fossicking trips. The results were:

1 The code of conduct for all fossickers from this club are in the procedure book and to fossick on a club organised
trip this must be adhered to.

2 These rules are common to private property and public property when travelling with an organized trip through
the Mt Gravatt Lapidary Society.

If you feel this code needs to be reviewed please put it in writing to the committee for review at the next meeting.
The Field Trip officer can ask any Member to leave at any time if this code is broken.
Only Family or partners are allowed on the approved Society Trips. Not just anyone can tag along.

A MAXIMUM has been set of 10 persons per Field Trip Officer and NO MORE than 30 on any one trip.

N o o W

Please take note in the Code of Conduct re children under 12 years of age are, they must be supervised at all times
by a non- fossicking adult.

(o]

The list will close on the Thursday before the trip and a start and finish time will be posted on the Trip Advice.

9 Those persons wishing to leave early MUST advise the Field Trip officer. (we do not want to have the police search-
ing for you)



10
11

You are to leave the site when the Field Trip Officer states time is up.

There will be no destruction of rock just for the fun of breaking it up. A small chip will tell you what you want to
know.

The trip reflects on the Society and the Field Trip Officer is the Management Representative and will make the decisions.

If these rules are not to your likings then the Field trips organized by Mt Gravatt Lapidary Society are not for you.

Field Trips Etiquette & Code of Conduct

The Field Trip Etiquette helps everyone involved at Mt Gravatt Lapidary Society to understand what behaviors are
appropriate and inappropriate when on field trips.

GUIDING PRINCIPLES for APPROPRIATE BEHAVIOUR WHEN REPRESENTING THE SOCIETY:

Be Respectful Be Safe Be Co-operative Be Supportive of fossickers
RULES
1 When on a field trip the organizing Field Trip Officer is in charge at all times and their direction

must be followed.

2 The private property or leases shall not be entered without prior permission of the owner or other
responsible persons.

3 Wh}clen permitted to enter private property or lease, all conditions laid down by the owner must be complied
with.

4 Check boundaries of “permitted entry” areas carefully, thus avoiding trespass on adjoining property.

5 Leave gates as found. Notify owner of any open gates.

6 Remember you are collecting rocks, do not interfere with or remove anything else.

7 Children under the age of 12 years must be supervised and the responsibility of a non-fossicking adult at all
times.
Firearms or explosives shall not be taken on field trips.
Dogs shall not be taken on field trips.

10 No open fires shall be lit at any time.

11 Conservation is most important, do not, damage, pollute or litter.

12 Fill in any holes you have dug and leave the ground surface as you found it. Safety first at all times.

13 Before leaving the area, clean up any litter, even though it may not be your own. It is the responsibility of
the field trip leader to check that this has been completed.

14 Remember you have entered a “permitted entry” area through the goodwill of the owner, respect his
property and requests, and always remember to thank them if possible on behalf of the Mt Gravatt Club.

15 When leaving “permitted entry” areas, notify the owner of the departure if possible.

Happy Fossicking

NEW EQUIPMENT

Three new Micro Dremels have been added to the Silver Room for the use by the carvers and the
silversmithers
We now have two new Third Hands for general use as well as those in the teaching kits.

Instillation of 30 sintered wheel



NEW MEMBERS

This month the Management Committee welcomes:

John Adams, Alanna Ball, Brian Cameron, Bliss Hodgson, Celia Hume, Zachary Kerr, Huon Smith, Jacob Walding,
Xiaohui Yang and Irene Huang

If you see these members at the club Introduce yourself to them and make them welcome.

IF YOU WANT TO KNOW ABOUT OUR CLUB

Mt Gravatt Lapidary Society has a new website if you would like more information on the Society and it's facilities please visit

www.mglslapidary.com.au

For what's happening at the clubhouse please see our Facebook: www.facebook.com/mtgravattlapidary or Instagram:
@mitgravattlapidary

Birthstones for June

Alexandrite is a very rare (and very expensive) variety of gem-quality chrysoberyl. Although most people have probably
never seen a natural alexandrite, this gemstone has replaced the traditional pearl as the modern June birthstone. Its
glamorous history and beauty have likely contributed to its mystique in the public imagination. Alexandrites are well-
known for displaying one of the most remarkable color changes in nature. “Emerald by day, ruby by night,” the most de-
sired and well-cut stones are green in sunlight and red in incandescent light. This is an excellent jewelry stone (if you can
acquire one).

Moonstone June’s third birthstone, moonstone, was named by the Roman natural historian Pliny, who wrote that
moonstone’s shimmery appearance shifted with the phases of the moon.

The most common moonstone comes from the mineral adularia, named for an early mining site near Mt. Adular in Swit-
zerland that supplied this gem. This site also birthed the term adularescence, which refers to the stone’s milky glow, like
moonlight floating on water.

Moonstone is composed of microscopic layers of feldspar that scatter light to cause this billowy effect of adularescence.
Thinner layers produce a bluish sheen and thicker layers look white. Moonstone comes in a range of colors spanning yel-
low, gray, green, blue, peach and pink—sometimes displaying a star or cat’s eye.

Pearls are the only gemstones made by living creatures. Mollusks produce pearls by depositing layers of calcium car-
bonate around microscopic irritants that get lodged in their shells—usually not a grain of sand, as commonly believed.

While any shelled mollusk can technically make a pearl, only two groups of bivalve mollusks (or clams) use mother-of-
pearl to create the iridescent “nacreous” pearls that are valued in jewelry. These rare gems don’t require any polishing to
reveal their natural luster.

Appropriately, the name “pearl” comes from the Old French perle, from the Latin perna meaning “leg,” referencing the
leg-of-mutton shape of an open mollusk shell. Because perfectly round, smooth natural pearls are so uncommon, the
word “pearl” can refer to anything rare and valuable.

The rarest, and therefore most expensive, pearls are natural pearls made in the wild. The majority of pearls sold today
are cultured or farmed by implanting a grafted piece of shell (and sometimes a round bead) into pearl oysters or fresh-
water pearl mussels.

Pearls are very soft, ranging between 2.5 and 4.5 on the Mohs scale.


http://www.mglslapidary.com.au
http://www.facebook.com/mtgravattlapidary
https://www.gemsociety.org/article/chrysoberyl-jewelry-gemstone-information/
https://www.gemsociety.org/article/birthstone-guide-birthstones-significance-2/
https://www.gemsociety.org/article/phenomenal-gems/#Color_Change

DATES TO REMEMBER

JULY

1st Gold Coast Gem & Craft Show, Miami State Primary
School, 18 Oceanic Drive, Mermaid Waters

1st  Caboolture Gem Fest, Caboolture Historical Village

8th—9th  Hervey Bay Festival of Gems, Star of the Sea
Catholic School, 39 Hughes Road

18-19th Townsville Gem and Mineral Show, Club
Rooms 96 Mooney Street, Gulliver

25-26th Cairns Gem Festival, Club Rooms
129 Mulgrave Road, Cairns

AUGUST

5th  QLACCA Meeting Gunyah Club Rooms 10am.

5th  Innisfail Gem Show, Club Rooms 6 River Drive

6th  Atherton Show, Club House, Racecourse Road, Toga
11-13th Anakie Gemfest, Anakie Central

19-20th Rockhampton Gem Show

If undelivered please return to

Mt Gravatt Lapidary Society Inc
PO Box 150
Mount Gravatt Qld 4122

26th Waterloo Bay Gem Show, Hemmant Community Hall
Brand and Ramsay Street, Hemmant

SEPTEMBER

2nd Ipswich and District Lapidary Club Show, Silkstone
State Primary School, Prospect St, Silkstone, Ipswich

2-3  AFG Seminar, Casino

3rd Fathers’ Day

9th QLACCA AGM—Bribie Island Gem Festival

9-10th Bribie Island Gem Festival 191 Sunderland Drive
Banksia Beach, Bribie Island.
23-24th Caloundra Gem Show, Caloundra State School,

George Street

Mt Gravatt Lapidary Society Details

Address:

Mt Gravatt Park, 1873 Logan Road, Upper Mt Gravatt Qld 4122
Postal Address:

P.O. Box 150, Mt Gravatt Qld 4122

Phone: (07) 3219 3381

Email: mglslapidary@gmail.com

Website: www.mglslapidary.com.au

Club meetings are held on the third Wednesday of the month
at 7.30pm. All Members are welcome and are encouraged to
attend.

Open Saturday

Open Sunday

Club Opening Hours Silver Classes

Mon 7.30—9.30 pm Tue 9.00—12 noon
Tues 7.30—9.30 pm Thur 7.00—9.30
Wed 9.00—12 noon Mineral Society

Fri 9.00—12 noon
Fri 7.30—9.30pm
Closed public holidays

Last Wednesday of the month at
7.00 pm

3rd Saturday of the month

4th Sunday of the month

JOINING FEES
Adult Members - $70 - Comprising $30 joining fee, $30 annual subscription and $10 badge.
Junior Members (between 10 and 16 years) - $25 - Comprising S5 joining fee, $10 annual Subscription and $10 badge.
NEWSLETTER LEVY for posted Newsletters $15.00 per year. Newsletters collected from the Club are free
Newsletters are posted to Life Members free of charge




