
June  2016 

“This facility has been sponsored by the Queensland Office of Arts and Cultural Development “ 

2016  SHOW A GREAT SUCCESS  
The Show Club Stall introduced again after many years was a great success. Especially the fossicking in the trailer, 
enjoyed by young and old. 

CONGRATULATIONS  

To all those members who won trophies and a big word of encouragement to those who didn’t quite make a trophy but 
won places or achieved their personal bests.  

To all Members of our club who received their trophy’s from Graham McLean at the show for the QLACCA Awards. 

To Mt Gravatt Club for receiving the QLACCA AWARD for club of the year 2015.  

Keep up the good work.  Thank you Cr. Krista Adams for presenting the Competition trophies. 



Management Committee 

President: 
Jim Horton 
0418 885 180 
mglspresident@gmail.com 
 

Vice President: 
David Buhmann 
 

Treasurer: 
Tina Horton 
0432 288 670 
mglstreasurer@gmail.com 
 

Secretary: 
Louise Fieldhouse 
0414 960 069 
mglssecretary@gmail.com 
 

Chief Instructor: 
Brad Thomson 
0407 576 094 
mglschiefinstructor 
@gmail.com 
 
Assistant Chief Instructor 
Max Walsh 0403 349 071 

 
Publicity Officer 
Linda Fountain 
mglspublicity@gmail.com 
 
 
 
Committee Officers 

Assistant Treasurer: 
Andrea Horton 
 

Assistant Secretary: 
Trevor Lewis 
 

Maintenance: 
1 Jim Horton 
2 David Buhmann 
3 Brad Thompson 
 
 

Librarian 
Sue Horton 
 

Museum Curator 
Sue Ericksson 
 

Field Trip Officer 
To be appointed 
 

Providore 
Trevor Lewis 
Jim Horton 
 

CLUB SOCIAL EVENING 

SATURDAY 30TH JULY 2016  — AT 7.30pm 
MAKE A NOTE IN YOUR DIARY TO KEEP THIS EVENING FREE 

 

THERE WILL BE A POWERPOINT PRESENTATION AND TALK ON  
FOSSICKING IN O’BRIEN’S CREEK 

WE WILL APPRECIATE IT IF MEMBERS COULD BRING A PLATE 
WITH GOODIES TO SHARE FOR SUPPER. 

ENTRY WILL BE BY GOLD COIN DONATION. 

QLACCA JUDGING COURSE 

August 20th & 21st QLACCA will be running a course to training Cabbing Judges. It will be a 
two day course held here in Mt Gravatt Club Rooms.  Members interested in the course 
contact Tina Horton on 0432 288 670 

Presidents Report                        JUNE 2016 

Hi 

BEST SHOW ON RECORD. 

Congratulations to all our trophy winners this year. It is nice to see the Juniors entering 
and taking out trophies. We now have to work on our novices for next year. 

The Perpetual Trophies have been engraved and brought up to date (as correct as the rec-
ords will allow) and this year’s winners have been engraved so you will be able to admire 
the up to date records. 

Thank you to all our volunteers who worked so hard for the show.  It was a very success-
ful day.  

The crews seem to have the Wednesday Thursday and Friday prior to the show sorted. 
However on Show day we need to have volunteers commit themselves for the early shift 
from 5am-10am and another lot from 10am -2pm. We found the early workers in certain 
areas wanted a change by 11 am and some of the early helpers had gone home and 
change was not possible.   

The Show stall was a great success. Thank you to all those members who donated goods to 
be sold. Many kids and big kids had fun in the trailer of rock. A real fossicking experi-
ence!!!!! Supervised by Katherine!!!! 

On  a sad note, Helen Walker suffered a nasty fall at the club last week. I am sure all the 
Members join with the Management Committee in wishing her all the best.  We hope she 
will be back on her feet and enjoying her crafts very soon when her doctors allow. 

The Gambling Community Benefit Grant received last year has been acquitted, allowing us 
to apply again in the next 12 months if we choose. 

The upgrades are progressing well. Still a long way to go. Theywere put on hold for the 
show but will progress in earnest again over the next few weeks. 

The Independent Auditor for the BCC completed his audit and the verbal report we re-
ceived was very favorable, but now we await the written version that may take some 
weeks before it arrives.  

Jim 

CARVING  
Robert Ross will be doing carving on Monday nights. Members are invited to 
come along and have a look. Expressions of interest for classes are welcome. 



Chief  Steward 
Tina Horton 
 
Stewards: 
Trevor Lewis 
Andrea Horton 
 
QLACCA  
Representative 
Tina Horton 
 
Housekeeper 
Contracted 
 
Silver Committee 
To be formed 
 
Life Members 
John Brady 
Val Cugola 
Sue Eriksson 
Bob Kelly 
Helen Petterson 
Albert Taylor 
Joan Taylor 
Laurel Viogt 
Kevin Voigt 
 
LIBRARY  
BORROWING 
Members may borrow 
up to two books at a 
time. 
 
Please return all bor-
rowed books within 
2 weeks of borrowing 
them. 
 
Please sign out all 
books being bor-
rowed from the li-
brary. 
 
There is a register for 
this purpose on or in 
the desk in the library. 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 NEW MEMBERS 

The Club Continues to grow with more new Members. Say hello and introduce yourself 
to Peter Bennet, Martina Doerr, Vilie Dragisic, Rebecca Parkes, Lewis and Robert Patti-
son, Elza Pavic, Rohan Smith, Scott Walsh and Soriya Warren and make our new Mem-
bers welcome. 

FACEBOOK  

The club now has its own Facebook page up and running with likers joining everyday. 
Linda Fountain mglspublicity@gmail.com and Viv Sakrzewski, Louise Fieldhouse mglssec-
retary@gmail.com are the administrators of the page. Have a look and keep up to date 
with what is going on at the club, especially if you are away or unable to attend for an 
extended period.  

ADVERTISING 

The Newsletter offers advertising space. Pricing schedule : 

Business Card size $15.00 per issue  A6 (1/4 page)  $30.00 per issue 

A5 (1/2 page)  $60.00 per issue  A4 (full page)  $120.00 per issue. 

Advertising will assist in reducing the cost to our Club in providing this newsletter. If you 
would like to advertise your business, a “for sale” item, an upcoming event, contact   
Linda Fountain either at the Club or via email at mglspublicity@gmail.com  

**** NEW CLUB SESSION (Friday afternoon trial) **** 

Members wishing to turn up for Friday afternoon sessions must put their name on the 
booking sheets at the front desk for an instructor to be on duty.  

CLUB CLOSURE  -  AUGUST 

The club will be closed to members on the third weekend of AUGUST. QLACCA will be 
running a Judging course.   NO OPEN SATURDAY 

Open Saturday will be the 4th Saturday 

Open Sunday will remain the same. 

CHIEF INSTRUCTORS REPORT 

Well, the Gem show has now gone for another year. Thanks to all those that entered in the 
competition. There were some terrific results from some very interesting entries. It's good to 
see so many of our up and coming members now having a go at the "not so basic" projects. 
Keep up the good work and don't forget, there are plenty of members willing to help you. There 
were also some terrific displays lent to the club for the day. Quite a lot of our visitors were sur-
prised at what can be done by the members. 

There appears to be a problem with the soft wheels. It looks like a drop in quality of the product 
may have happened. We will be contacting the manufacturer to see if this is the case and if so, 
looking for an alterative.  

In the meantime could everyone take a little more care and watch for abuse of the wheels. Re-
member, with all wheels they cut better with a lighter pressure.  

LIBRARY REPORT                            June 2016 

 Linda Fountain has kindly printed up some of the books that Tina and I have personally         
purchased from Jewellery making Daily into a book format. This book is in the library Ref. 120 
Jewellery Making Tools Tips and More.  

Hope you can get some helpful hints out of it. One of the members mentioned to me the other 
day that they had picked up the hint to store the different saw blades in coloured straws for 
identification. 



FACETING COURSES   

RULES IN THE FACETING-ROOM 
The recommendations of the May Meeting have been written up by Viv Sakrzewski along with the three faceting 
instructors.  Rules presented for adoption at the June Meeting were. 

RULES GOVERNING THE USE OF CLUB FACETING EQUIPMENT AND FACILITIES 

Note  

 

RULE 1  

The FACETING INSTRUCTOR shall be in charge of supervision and the activities of members using the faceting 
equipment and facilities in the Faceting Room.* 

*Note 1.1 - The FACETING INSTRUCTOR shall see that these rules are observed and may ask any 
member not obeying the rules to leave the room. This action is to be reported to the LAPIDARY SES-
SION INSTRUCTOR, if on duty, and the MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE. 

RULE 2   
Non-financial Members shall not be permitted to enter working areas of the clubrooms alone.* 

*Note 2.1 - General rules as for visitors apply. 

RULE 3  
The Faceting Room will only be unlocked and opened by the FACETING INSTRUCTOR or FACETING SUPER-
VISORS.*  

*Note 3.1 - These officers will be as approved by the Management Committee. Names of approved offic-
ers will be promulgated. 

RULE 4   
Natural gemstones suitable for faceting shall only be cut using Club equipment in the range (Moh's Scale) from 6 
to 8.5 hardness, inclusive.* 

*Note 4.1 - Diamonds and Sapphires, for example ,are not permitted. Softer gemstones (below 6) are al-
so excluded. 

*Note 4.2  - In the event of a special need (e.g. a designated course on sapphire or softer material) ex-
ceptions to this Rule may be permitted after discussion with, and approval of, the Management Commit-
tee. 

RULE 5   
Synthetic faceting materials, Cubic Zirconia and Synthetic Quartz only are permitted.* 

*Note 5.1 - Glass, for example, is not permitted. 

*Note 5.2 - In the event that a special exemption is sought the INSTRUCTOR may accept other synthet-
ics depending on its hardness and the suitability of club equipment to handle the particular material  

RULE 6 

The maximum size of rough width shall not exceed as preformed 16mm, which will cut to approximately 14mm 
finished.  

RULE 7   
Members deemed competent enough to work with minimal supervision at faceting shall submit two finished ex-
amples of their work to be assessed by a person approved by the Management Committee.*   

*Note 7.1  - Mr. R. KELLY. President of the Moreton Bay Facetors Guild, is the approved Assessment 
Officer. The stones for assessment shall consist of a Standard Round Brilliant and Step-cut. 

*Note 7.2 - To meet requirements, a minimum of 30 hours to 36 hours tuition under supervision, may be 
required. 

*Note 7.3 - A member deemed competent will be able to facet designs of their own choosing. FACETING 
INSTRUCTOR or FACETING SUPERVISOR will still be in attendance.  

  A Copy of these Rules will be issued to all persons who are under instruction and a copy will be 
posted as a notice visible to persons using this equipment and/or facilities 



RULE 8   
Members who have been assessed as competent may arrange to reserve a machine for a maximum of 6 weeks 
at a time.*   

*Note 8.1 - Beginners will have priority over other members when arranging reservations. 

*Note 8.2 - INSTRUCTOR/S will arrange for particular machines to be reserved for tutorials. The reserva-
tion of a machine should be scheduled, and recorded whether or not a student has been notified/selected. 

*Note 8.3 - If a machine is available for competent members the INSTRUCTOR will record the reservation 
on the Booking Sheet. 

RULE 9   

DOPS – Dops (which are Club property) shall be kept under lock and key on Club premises when not in use, un-
less an ON LOAN Security Deposit has been arranged. The Management Committee, shall determine the Securi-
ty Deposit* 

*Note 9.1 - Members on the Beginners Course are exempt from this Rule for the duration of the course.  

*Note 9.2 - Only the dop provided by the club is permitted. 

*Note 9.3  - Members shall arrange loan of a club dop. A cash security deposit will be held during the loan, 
such amount to be refunded on return of the dop in good condition. 

*Note 9.4 - The cash deposit as approved by the Management Committee is $20 for the dop on loan. 

*Note 9.5 - Payment of Security Deposits and Refunds shall be entered by the INSTRUCTOR under Sun-
dries in the Attendance Book for Sessions. 

*Note 9.6 - Dops are on loan for a maximum of 6 months. If not returned after this time it will be considered 
sold and Security Deposit will be forfeited. 

RULE 10  
LAPS - Laps are to be protected as far as possible from contamination and accidental damage.* 

*Note 10.1 - Laps are to be washed and dried thoroughly after use and stored in slips and/or storage facili-
ties provided. 

*Note 10.2 - To prevent contamination of pre-polish and polishing laps washing of hands is essential. 

RULE 11  

BEGINNERS COURSE FEES.  Members will be levied a charge for materials and instruction as approved 
from time to time by the Management Committee* 
*Note 11.1  - The Course consists of two parts. The approved fee for attending Part One of the Beginners 
Course of one stone is $40 plus $10 for the rough Cubic Zirconia material.  

*Note 11.2  - Members who decide to continue, and complete Part 2 of the Course by cutting a second 
stone, will be levied a further $40 dollars plus $10 for Cubic Zirconia material. 

*Note 11.3 - The usual attendance fee of $5 per working session applies.  

At the June meeting it was decided that the above draft would be displayed at 
the club until the July meeting for comment before being ratified at the July 

meeting  



EQUIPMENT  

Concave Attachment for the VJ Faceting Machine  -  Jump Ring winders (round and oval)  -  Hammers , Tweezers, dividers  

PROCESS FOR COMMUNICATION 
The Management Committee welcomes criticism!  

This is how the club grows, policies and procedures are formulated and processes changed.  

If you do not agree with Management decisions, there are two avenues to have your say.  

 Attend a Meeting. Meetings are every month on the third Wednesday at 7.30 pm. 

 Put the complaint or criticism in writing either electronically or paper copy to the Secretary mglssecre-
tary@gmail.com 

 All correspondence is dealt with personally by a Management Committee Member. Who will contact you in person 
to discuss your issue and if not resolved will be taken to the next meeting.  

 All correspondence will be tabled at the next available Meeting and discussed. 

 If necessary, a Management Committee Meeting can be organized within the week. 

SILVER INSTRUCTORS’ VIEW 

I’ve had an issue on the first evening of the last two  beginners courses.  On the first evening of the March/April  class, 
we discovered that all but one of the saws had no blade.  Things were much the same last week,  all but two saws had no 
blade.  

The saws are there for our silver smithers to use. However, perhaps you might think about buying a pack of blades to 
keep in your toolbox. Then if you break a blade, you can be considerate and replace it for the next person who might 
need to use a saw.  That’s just my opinion. 

 

On a bright note, classes are proving to be an enjoyable challenge for our  new smithers. 
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JUNE BIRTHSTONES 

June counts three gems as birthstones: pearl, Alexandrite, and moonstone. 
Pearl 
Pearls are unique as they are the only gems from living sea creatures and require no faceting or polish-
ing to reveal their natural beauty. In the early 1900s, the first successful commercial culturing of round 
saltwater pearls began. Since the 1920s, cultured pearls have almost completely replaced natural 
pearls in the market. 

Alexandrite 

 

A relatively modern gem, Alexandrite, was first discovered in Russia in 1831 during the reign of its name-
sake, Czar Alexander II, and is an extremely rare chrysoberyl with chameleon-like qualities. Its color is a 
lovely green in both daylight and fluorescent light; it changes color to a purplish red in incandescent 
light.  

Due to its rarity, some jewelers stock synthetic versions of this enchanting gemstone. (Synthetic gem-
stones are man-made alternatives to the natural material, possessing the same physical, optical, and 
chemical properties as the natural gemstone.) 

Moonstone 
The third birthstone for June is the moonstone. It was given its name by the Roman natural historian 
Pliny, who wrote that moonstone's appearance altered with the phases of the moon — a belief that 
held until well after the sixteenth century.  

A phenomenal gemstone, moonstones show a floating play of light (called adularescence) and some-
times show either a multi-rayed star or a cat's eye. 

Considered a sacred stone in India, moonstones often are displayed on a background of yellow (a sa-
cred color) and are believed to encapsulate within the stone a spirit whose purpose is to bring good 
fortune. Part of the family of minerals called feldspar, moonstone occurs in many igneous and meta-
morphic rocks and comes in a variety of colors such as green, blue, peach, and champagne. 

The most prized moonstones are from Sri Lanka; India, Australia, the United States, Mayanmar, and 
Madagascar are also sources. 

MP Ian Walker congratulates Jed Smith         Show BBQ a great success                          Fossicking at the Show 



DATES TO REMEMBER 

25th June  Gold Coast Gem and  Craft Show,  
   80 Pacific Avenue, Miami, Pizzey Park 

9-10th July  Hervey Bay Show, Star of the Sea 
   Catholic School, 39 Hughs Rd 

16th July  Caboolture Gem Fest, Historical Village
   Beerburrum Rd, Caboolture  
    
23-24th July  Townsville Gem and Mineral Show  

   Club Rooms, 96 Mooney Street, Gulliver 

30-31st July  Cairns Gem Festival, Club Roms. 

   129 Mulgrave Rd, Cairns 

 

If undelivered please return to  

Mt Gravatt Lapidary  Society Inc 
PO Box 150  
Mount Gravatt Qld 4122 

Mt  Gravatt  Lapidary  Society  Details 

Address: 

Mt Gravatt Park, 1873 Logan Road, Upper Mt Gravatt Qld 4122 

Postal Address: 

P.O. Box 150, Mt Gravatt Qld 4122 

Phone: (07) 3219 3381 

Email: mtgravattlapidaryclub@gmail.com 

Website: mtgravatt.lapidaryclub.com.au 

Club meetings are held on the third Wednesday of the month 
at 7.30pm. All Members are welcome and are encouraged to 
attend. 
7.30 pm. All members are welcome and encouraged to attend. 

Club Opening Hours 

Mon 7.30—9.30 pm 

Tues 7.30—9.30 pm 

Wed 9.00—12 noon 

Fri 9.00—12 noon 

Fri 7.30—9.30pm 

Closed public holidays 

Silver Classes 

Tue 9.00—12 noon 

Thur 7.00—9.30 

Mineral Society 

Last Wednesday of the month at  

7.00 pm 

JOINING FEES 
Adult  Members  -  $70  -  Comprising $30 joining fee, $30 annual subscription and $10 badge. 

Junior Members  (between 10 and 16 years)  -  $25  -  Comprising $5 joining fee, $10 annual Subscription and $10 badge. 

NEWSLETTER  LEVY for posted Newsletters $15.00 per year.  Newsletters collected from the Club are free 

Newsletters are posted to Life Members free of charge 

6th August  Ipswich & District Lapidary Club Show, 

   Ipswich Showgrounds, Warwick Rd, IPS 

6th August  Innisfail Club Gem Show, Club Rooms 

   River Avenue 

7th August  Atherton Show, Club House,  Racecourse 
   Road, Toga 

Open Saturday 3rd Saturday of the month 

Open Sunday  4th Sunday of the month 
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