
July 2016 

“This facility has been sponsored by the Queensland Office of Arts and Cultural Development “ 

Caboolture Show Competition 2016 

Well Done Guys 

Congratulations goes to all those members who entered Caboolture Show Competition              
and took out many prizes. 

We hope you are all working towards entries for Beenleigh Competition. Entries due in on the 
19th August 2016 

CLUB  CLOSURE 

The Club will be closed to Members on the third weekend of AUGUST.  

QLACCA will be running a Judging Course.  

****  NO  OPEN  SATURDAY  ON THE  3RD  SATURDAY  **** 

Open Saturday will be on the 4th Saturday 

Open Sunday will remain the same — 4th Sunday 
 

SOCIAL   GATHERING 

30th JULY 
AT  THE  CLUB  ROOMS 

7.30PM 

FOSSICKING  IN  NORTH  QUEENSLAND 
 

Slides, information and discussions with a chance to ask questions and gather information. 

 
GOLD COIN DONATION  -  BRING A PLATE OF SUPPER  TO  SHARE  -  RAFFLE 

QLACCA JUDGING COURSE 

August 20th & 21st QLACCA will be running a course to training Cabbing Judges. It will be a two 
day course held here in Mt Gravatt Club Rooms.  

Those interested contact Tina Horton 0432 288 670 or mglstreasurer@gmail.com 

Friendship and Fellowship  —  our precious Gems 
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Management Committee 

President: 

Jim Horton 

0418 885 180 

mglspresident@gmail.com 

 

Vice President: 

David Buhmann 

 

Treasurer: 

Tina Horton 

0432 288 670 

mglstreasurer@gmail.com 

 

Secretary: 

Louise Fieldhouse 

0414 960 069 

mglssecretary@gmail.com 

 

Chief Instructor: 

Brad Thomson 

0407 576 094 

mglschiefinstructor 

@gmail.com 

 

Assistant Chief Instructor 

Max Walsh 0403 349 071 

 

Publicity Officer 

Linda Fountain 

mglspublicity@gmail.com 

 

 

 

Committee Officers 

Assistant Treasurer: 

Andrea Horton 

 

Assistant Secretary: 

Trevor Lewis 

 

Maintenance: 

1 Jim Horton 

2 David Buhmann 

3 Brad Thompson 

 

 

Librarian 

Sue Horton 

 

Museum Curator 

Sue Ericksson 

 

Field Trip Officer 

To be appointed 

 

Providore 

Trevor Lewis 

Jim Horton 

 

Presidents Report                        JULY 2016 

Hi 

Another month has passed and so has half the year. The progress on the changes 
is slowly moving along and I think the members will bear with us a little longer 
with the inconveniences for the benefits that will be gained.  

The new Saw-room now has extractor fans automatically switched on with the 
lights. The rock saws have been cleaned, the oil changed, and moved in to their 
new resting place.  

Since our saws are now running on baby oil the rocks are cut smoother, the hands 
are moisturized and the saw-room and club hour have a pleasant smell about it. 

This has been a lengthy process with a lot of work going on behind the scenes but 
was completed at the weekend.  

Thank you to all those who have been involved, sourcing building and making the 
move smooth and successful.  

A special thanks goes to David as he put himself forward for the messy job of find-
ing parts and cleaning up the very dirty and smelly old saw room. 

The trim saw will be moved in the next few weeks after we completed their little 
niche. 

Once the saw room is completed we will commence work on the BCC Grant by in-
stalling security lighting and cameras.  

The acquittal of the Gambling Community Benefit Fund Grant has been accepted, 
so this will allow us to apply again in the near future. 

As part of the wish list formulated at the beginning of my term a new Guillotine 
has been mounted in the silver room. This should allow all members to cut, roll  
and fold sheet metal (non ferrous)  up to 1.5mm .  

To learn how to use the guillotine ask David Buhmann, Trevor Lewis or myself and 
we will show you the multiple uses of this piece of equipment. Eventually all the 
Silver instructors will be able to instruct and advise you. 

Jim 

CHIEF  INSTRUCTORS  REPORT   

As Jim has said elsewhere, the new guillotine has now been fitted and is operation-
al. For basic operations, it's quite simple to operate and has a nice clean cut as well 
as a 90deg bend. We have also worked out how to roll tapered tubes which may 
come in handy for some. This will require a bit more concentration and ability to 
complete so be prepared! 

We now have quite a few new pieces of equipment. If anyone is interested in learn-
ing how to use them, please send me an email and once we have a group together, 
we can have a training session.  

Next years competition schedule is well under way and should be ready for release 
soon. Please check early and that way you can get a good start and not rush. For 
those entering the beginner groups, check with your instructor for advice on which 
categories to enter and which areas to improve on. 

Lastly, a special congratulation to those members who entered Caboolture's com-
petition by taking out quite a few categories. 
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Chief  Steward 

Tina Horton 

 

Stewards: 

Trevor Lewis 

Andrea Horton 

 

QLACCA  

Representative 

Tina Horton 

 

Housekeeper 

Contracted 

 

Silver Committee 

To be formed 

 

Life Members 

John Brady 

Val Cugola 

Sue Eriksson 

Bob Kelly 

Helen Petterson 

Albert Taylor 

Joan Taylor 

Laurel Viogt 

Kevin Voigt 

 

LIBRARY  

BORROWING 

Members may borrow 
up to two books at a 
time. 
 
Please return all bor-
rowed books within 
2 weeks of borrowing 
them. 
 
Please sign out all 
books being bor-
rowed from the li-
brary. 
 
There is a register for 
this purpose on or in 
the desk in the library. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEW MEMBERS 
The Club Continues to grow with more new Members. Say hello and introduce yourself 
and make our new Members welcome. Welcome to: Sas Duarte, Alison, Evan and Grant 
Taylor, Lauren Hughes, Jasper Joy, Sue Kallis, Inka Koenig, Gary and Pat Moseley, Paul 
Optiz, Phillip Ramsay, Gary Smith, Anna Stavarakis and Debra Walsh. 

 

FACEBOOK  

The club now has its own Facebook page up and running with likers joining everyday. 
Linda Fountain mglspublicity@gmail.com , Viv Sakrzewski, and Louise Fieldhouse mglssec-
retary@gmail.com are the administrators of the page. Have a look and keep up to date 
with what is going on at the club, especially if you are away or unable to attend for an 
extended period.  

ADVERTISING  

The Newsletter offers advertising space. Pricing schedule : 

Business Card size $15.00 per issue  A6 (1/4 page)  $30.00 per issue 

A5 (1/2 page)  $60.00 per issue  A4 (full page)  $120.00 per issue. 

Advertising will assist in reducing the cost to our Club in providing this newsletter. If you 
would like to advertise your business, a “for sale” item, an upcoming event, contact   
Linda Fountain either at the Club or via email at mglspublicity@gmail.com  

 ************************************************************* 

ATTENTION SILVER MEMBERS 

It has been noted that the silver equipment is rusting and pitting.  

This can only be due to miss-use of the PICKLE SOLUTION not being neutralized and 
completely washed off the silver before using the equipment. 

The DONNY BOON plates are dis-coloured and rusting and the rollers on both mills have 
been pitted badly. 

Thank you to David Buhmann for cleaning and attempting to resurface the rollers.  

Thank you to Linda Fountain for cleaning the 7” Leaf Donny Boon plate as an example of 
how the plates should look when treated properly. 

PICKLE 

A motion was passed at this meeting “That the use of cold pickle on the tables in the 
clubhouse be removed and not available for use” Reason, the table tops are being dam-
aged badly and there is an alternative in the silver room.  

The warm pickle is a safer and much more efficient  method of removing fire scale.  This 
is the method taught in all recognized metal smithing courses. 

FIELD TRIP REPORT A suggestion was put forward at the last club meeting that in-

stead of having a Field Trip Officer, a small Field Trip Committee be formed.  This would 
relieve the pressure of one person being responsible for arranging the field trips and a 
combination of ideas would make for more interesting trips.  In order to start we are 
looking for volunteers to form the committee.  I have volunteered to get the ball roll-
ing, any members interested please send an email to mglssecretary@gmail.com or 
please put your name on the list on the notice board at the club.   

Pete Lansbury 

mailto:mglssecretary@gmail.com
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LIBRARY REPORT                            JULY 2016 

 With the movement of the saws from their old room, our new area for the Library is nearly empty and it will 
soon be time for clean-up, paint and prepare to organize a whole new area.  

If anyone would like a certain book introduced into the library Please let me know. 

Sue Horton 

QLACCA REPORT                            July 2016 

The Judging course will be run here in the club rooms next month. I still have not had any interested members of 
Mt Gravatt let me know they are interested. 

Mt Gravatt enjoys its competitions and we should make an effort to assist all the other clubs by making judges 
available to judge their competitions. 

There must be some members who would like to acquire this skill 

SHOW REPORT 

Tailgating fees will go up in  May 2017 to $20 per 3x3 meter site. 

Entry Fee will go up to $5 Adults, $1 children 10 to 16, children 9 and under free. 

Raffle ticket price to be determined by the number and cost of the prizes. 

CALL FOR RAFFLE PRIZES 

Could our Members please be generous and donate our prizes early. 

In 2017 we are going to have a longer period to sell tickets for our raffle . 

To all those who would like to donate a prize for next year, we would appreciate your pieces 
in by 30th November to allow for printing tickets to go on sale early in the New Year. 

FACETING COURSES and RULES IN THE FACETING-ROOM.  

The draft rules on the door of the Faceting Room were adopted at the July Meeting. 

These rules are subject to review by the Committee as are all the procedures in the club. 

NEW CLUB SESSION (Friday afternoon trial)       Daryl will commence this program in August 

Members wishing to turn up for Friday afternoon sessions must put their name on the booking sheets at the 
front desk for an instructor to be on duty.  

NEW EQUIPMENT 

New Saw Room with reconditioned saws 

Vent completed in the ceiling of the saw room 

Guillotine roll and folding machine 

CASUAL LIBRARY 

Richard Newlands would like to remind members using this library the theory is that if you take a book you     
replace it with one you have brought in. 

INSTAGRAM 

The club now has an Instagram account. If you would like to follow us and keep up with the club activities it is 
the account is @mtgravattlapidary 
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JULY BIRTHSTONE 

A ruby is a pink to blood-red colored gemstone, a variety of the mineral corundum (aluminium oxide). The red 
color is caused mainly by the presence of the elementchromium. Its name comes from ruber, Latin for red. Other 
varieties of gem-quality corundum are called sapphires. Ruby is considered one of the four precious stones, to-
gether with sapphire, emerald and diamond.[3] 

Prices of rubies are primarily determined by color. The brightest and most valuable "red" called blood-red or 
"pigeon blood", commands a large premium over other rubies of similar quality. After color follows clarity: simi-
lar to diamonds, a clear stone will command a premium, but a ruby without any needle-like rutile inclusions may 
indicate that the stone has been treated. Cut and carat (weight) are also an important factor in determining the 
price. Ruby is the traditional birthstone for July and is usually morepink than garnet, although 
some rhodolite garnets have a similar pinkish hue to most rubies. The world's most expensive ruby is the Sunrise 
Ruby. 

Rubies have a hardness of 9.0 on the Mohs scale of mineral hardness. Among the natural gems on-
ly moissanite and diamond are harder, with diamond having a Mohs hardness of 10.0 and moissanite falling 
somewhere in between corundum (ruby) and diamond in hardness. Sapphire, ruby, and pure corundum are α-
alumina, the most stable form of Al2O3, in which 3 electrons leave each aluminium ion to join the regular octahe-
dral group of six nearby O2− ions; in pure corundum this leaves all of the aluminium ions with a very stable config-
uration of no unpaired electrons or unfilled energy levels, and the crystal is perfectly colourless.  

 

Natural ruby crystals from Winza, Tanzania          Natural ruby with inclusions     A naturally occurring ruby crystal  
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DATES TO REMEMBER 

AUGUST 
6th Ipswich and Dist. Lap Club Show, Ipswich Show   
 Grounds, Warwick Rd Ipswich 
6th Innisfail Club Gem Show, Club Rooms, River   
 Ave, 
7th Atherton Show, Clubhouse, Racecourse Rd, Toga 
13th QLACCA Management Meeting, Gunyah Club  
 Rooms 
12-14 Anakie Gemfest, Anakie Central Qld 
20-21 Yeppoon Gem Show, PCYC 170 Mathew Flinders 
 Drive 
27th Waterloo Bay Gem Show, Hemmant Community Hall, 
 Brand and Ramsay St Hemmant 

If undelivered please return to  

Mt Gravatt Lapidary  Society Inc 
PO Box 150  
Mount Gravatt Qld 4122 

Mt  Gravatt  Lapidary  Society  Details 

Address: 

Mt Gravatt Park, 1873 Logan Road, Upper Mt Gravatt Qld 4122 

Postal Address: 

P.O. Box 150, Mt Gravatt Qld 4122 

Phone: (07) 3219 3381 

Email: mtgravattlapidaryclub@gmail.com 

Website: mtgravatt.lapidaryclub.com.au 

Club meetings are held on the third Wednesday of the month 
at 7.30pm. All Members are welcome and are encouraged to 
attend. 
7.30 pm. All members are welcome and encouraged to attend. 

Club Opening Hours 

Mon 7.30—9.30 pm 

Tues 7.30—9.30 pm 

Wed 9.00—12 noon 

Fri 9.00—12 noon 

Fri 7.30—9.30pm 

Closed public holidays 

Silver Classes 

Tue 9.00—12 noon 

Thur 7.00—9.30 

Mineral Society 

Last Wednesday of the month at  

7.00 pm 

JOINING FEES 

Adult  Members  -  $70  -  Comprising $30 joining fee, $30 annual subscription and $10 badge. 

Junior Members  (between 10 and 16 years)  -  $25  -  Comprising $5 joining fee, $10 annual Subscription and $10 badge. 

NEWSLETTER  LEVY for posted Newsletters $15.00 per year.  Newsletters collected from the Club are free 

Newsletters are posted to Life Members free of charge 

SEPTEMBER 
3-4 AFG Seminar Mudgee 
4th  FATHERS DAY 
10-11 Bribie Island Gem Festival 191 Sunderland Drive 
 Banksia Beach, Bribie Island 
17th QLACCA AGM—Gunyah Club House 
24th Caloundra Gem Show, Caloundra State School, George 
Street 
OCTOBER 
1st QLACCA Management Meeting Beenleigh Show 
1st Beenleigh Gem Festival, Beenleigh Show Grounds 
3rd QUEENS BIRTHDAY 
8th Nambour Gemfest, Nambour Showgrounds 
22-23 Toowoomba Gemfest, Centenary Hts High School  
 Ramsay Street, Toowoomba 
29th QLACCA General Meeting, Toowoomba Gemfest 

Open Saturday 3rd Saturday of the month 

Open Sunday  4th Sunday of the month 

Friendship and Fellowship  —  our precious Gems 


