
April 2016 

“This facility has been sponsored by the Queensland Office of Arts and Cultural Development “ 

CONGRATULATIONS to….  

Zelda and Les Welland for the number of prizes won at the Gemboree for their excellent Gem Craft. 

It is really good to see the art is not being lost 

>>>>  SHOW   TIME   AGAIN  <<<< 

ENTRIES 

Show entries for sections 31 to 42 are due: 

Thursday 26th of April — between 12 noon -2 pm 

***Not as previously advertised in the March Newsletter***    

If you are unable to get in at this time Phone Tina on 0432 288 670 and make other arrangement 
to drop it off prior to this time. 

Don’t be afraid to enter.  

Have the QLACCA judges judge your work and give you further tips and hints as to how you can 
improve for next time.  

Even the first place getters can learn and get comments from the judges to make their work more 
fulfilling and more competitive. 

This is the way you learn and further your experience and help us keep Lapidary Club of the Year. 

We need volunteers 

The show committee has been formed:   

Fabian Bracco 

Richard Newlands 

Sue Ericksson 

Louise Fieldhouse 

All these members are very approachable and would only be too 
pleased to take your names and give you a job for the day even if 
you can only spare a few hours  

RAFFLE PRIZES  
A very big thank you to all those generous Members who have donated beautiful items 

of hand made jewellery for our raffle. 

Tickets will be out in the post next week, please be diligent in your attempts to sell 
them 
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Management Committee 

President: 

Jim Horton 

0418 885 180 

mglspresident@gmail.com 

 

Vice President: 

David Buhmann 

 

Treasurer: 

Tina Horton 

0432 288 670 

mglstreasurer@gmail.com 

 

Secretary: 

Louise Fieldhouse 

0414 960 069 

mglssecretary@gmail.com 

 

Chief Instructor: 

Brad Thomson 

0407 576 094 

mglschiefinstructor 

@gmail.com 

 

Assistant Chief Instructor 

Max Walsh 0403 349 071 

 

Publicity Officer 

Linda Fountain 

mglspublicity@gmail.com 

 

 

 

Committee Officers 

Assistant Treasurer: 

Andrea Horton 

 

Assistant Secretary: 

Trevor Lewis 

 

Maintenance: 

1 Jim Horton 

2 David Buhmann 

3 Brad Thompson 

 

 

Librarian 

Sue Horton 

 

Museum Curator 

Sue Ericksson 

 

Field Trip Officer 

To be appointed 

 

Providore 

Trevor Lewis 

Jim Horton 

 

TOOLS  MISSING 

 

Side Cutters we are missing 4 pair and now do not even have enough for the      
beginner kits. 

Jump Ring Winding Rods have depleted markedly. Please check your tool boxes 
they are easily picked up. Richard did not have any 8mm for his last class. 

Magnetic lap (faceting room) 

It has been brought to the attention of the committee that one of the magnetic laps 
is no longer in the Faceting Room! IT HAS NOT BEEN FOUND! 

PLEASE CHECK YOUR TOOL BOXES 

If any member has any information as to where these items may have been put 
please let one of the faceting instructors or a committee member know. Thank You. 

TIMBER OFF CUTS NEEDED 

One of our members has kindly offered to make small show cases for the club. If we 
can get glass and timber off cut. 

Over the years the boxes for members for entry display have diminished and we 
need to restock.  

We have the glass already. 

  

 

Presidents Report                        April 2016 
Hi 

CONGRATULATIONS to all the members who have submitted entries for the show. A 
great effort. It is nice to see more novice and junior entries this year. 

The Air Conditioner in the faceting room has been a great success however the 
members must be more diligent in turning it off after session. It is part of the clean 
up of the work area after each session.  

We have been assured by the Peter from Unamit (the Hall Machine Makers) that 
our Hall Machines will be here before the end of the week. They have been paid for 
and are on the transport.  

Thanks to the Federal Community Project, the cab room upgrade is moving forward, 
the first of the new motors have been installed. 

The Cab King Machine now has 5 new wheels on for trial. There are 2 convex, one 
concave and two expanding wheels in use. 

The silicon carbide wheels have now gone and there are extra 60 and 100 sintered 
wheels on in their place. 

The exhaust fans have been installed in the roof over the new saw room and we are 
still awaiting the ceiling attachments from Stratco and the electrician to complete 
the wiring.  Once this has taken place the saws will be cleaned out and transferred 
into this area. This will allow the old saw room to be cleaned out and the Library 
moved in. 

Just in time for the show printing we have a new a new printer in the office. It is an 
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Chief  Steward 

Tina Horton 

 

Stewards: 

Trevor Lewis 

Andrea Horton 

 

QLACCA  

Representative 

Tina Horton 

 

Housekeeper 

Contracted 

 

Silver Committee 

To be formed 

 

Life Members 

John Brady 

Val Cugola 

Sue Eriksson 

Bob Kelly 

Helen Petterson 

Albert Taylor 

Joan Taylor 

Laurel Viogt 

Kevin Voigt 

 

LIBRARY  

BORROWING 

Members may borrow 
up to two books at a 
time. 
 
Please return all bor-
rowed books within 
2 weeks of borrowing 
them. 
 
Please sign out all 
books being bor-
rowed from the li-
brary. 
 
There is a register for 
this purpose on or in 
the desk in the library. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

This week has seen two donations to the club. The first from Jocelyn Dixon which in-
cluded rock to be auctioned off at a later date and tools to be used at the club for silver. 
Her wish is that any revenue goes to the building fund. The second I picked up today 
and will need to be assessed, rubbish thrown out and sorted through to see what will 
be useful. 

Jim   

 

CHIEF INSTRUCTORS REPORT 

It's good to see sessions filling up as we move towards the show. I hope some of the 
members are still working on show entries. Don't forget; there are several entries still 
to go! For those beginners who aren't sure what to do, please ask your instructors for a 
little advice..  

As we draw closer to the show, we will have a working bee to clean up around the club. 
I hope this will be attended as well as previous years. Many hands make light work. I 
may even be convinced to bring a cheesecake. Also as we will need helpers leading up 
to show day as well as the show itself, please put your hand up for even a couple of 
hours. It's amazing what a little help does around the club. 

For those who are using the new equipment we now have, please give a little feedback 
regarding both good and bad. This is the only way we can be sure we have the right 
gear. 

QLACCA REPORT 

I was unable to attend the QLACCA Meeting this last month. The meeting was held the 
same day as our show entries were due and my first priority was to our club and the 
show.  

LIBRARY REPORT                             April 2016 

 Some of the sections of books in the library have been shifted around to accommodate 
furniture from other areas of the building. However all the books are still there you will 
have to look until you find the section you are looking for. 

Sue Horton 

 

NEW MEMBERS 

The Club Continues to grow with more new Members. Say hello and make welcome…  

Martin and Selyna Bradford, Gaynor Byers. Kaleha and Melinda C-Jones, Alex Del Aguila, 
Rebecca Edmund, Sarah M Heironymus, Nanda Kumar, Lisa Lamarre, Geoff Lewis, Jill 
Madden, Ted Seymour and Vicky Ltu. 

ADVERTISING 

Beginning next year, the Newsletter will offer advertising space. Pricing schedule : 

Business Card size $15.00 per issue  A6 (1/4 page)  $30.00 per issue 

A5 (1/2 page)  $60.00 per issue  A4 (full page)  $120.00 per issue. 

Advertising will assist in reducing the cost to our Club in providing this newsletter. If you 
would like to advertise your business, a “for sale” item, an upcoming event, contact   
Linda Fountain either at the Club or via email at mglspublicity@gmail.com  
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FACEBOOK  

The club now has its own Facebook page up and running with likers joining everyday. Linda Fountain mglspublici-
ty@gmail.com and 

Louise Fieldhouse mglssecretary@gmail.com are the administrators of the page. Have a look and keep up to date 
with what is going on at the club, especially if you are away or unable to attend for an extended period.  

TAILGATERS 

If you would like to tailgate at the Mt Gravatt Gem Show please contact Louise Fieldhouse at 
mglsshow@gmail.com or phone her on 0414 960 069. 
You can obtain insurance through the club for $20 but we must know before 19/5/2016 
 We have a new form and on the back are terms and conditions, that have to be signed.  
Hopefully this will eliminate one of the problems with a tailgater in 2015. 
 

POLICY AND PROCEDURE CHANGES 

SILVER 

A new procedure is being developed to make the silver course. 

This is to make it easier for the instructors to know: 

 Who is in the courses. 

The cost of the course. 

Who has paid for the course. 

Who has to pick KITS and signed for the complete kit the first day of the course. 

It gives the Club a record of who has completed in our silver courses.  

SILVER BEGINNER CLASS STUDENTS 

      Beginners are not permitted to work independently at the club outside beginner classes unless one of the      
beginner instructors is present to supervise and the beginner has previously arranged this with that instruc-
tor. 

FACETING ROOM  INSTRUCTIONS       Draft  20/4/202016 

For review at May Meeting 

FACETING COURSES AND RULES IN THE FACETING-ROOM 

AS OF 20th APRIL 2016 

(Reviewed from 18th January draft published in the  Rockbottom News in February) 

After discussion at the January Meeting, and reviewed at April Meeting, several points have been clarified about 
the Faceting Courses and rules in the Faceting-room. 

 

1 Beginners courses are $40 and this entitles you to cut one stone. (This has been adjusted as the faceting 
instructors have discovered that a number of members at this stage discover that faceting is not for 
them. This gives them the opportunity to try faceting at a reasonable cost before committing themselves 
further) To complete a course with further tuition cost is an additional $40 and a second stone must be 
cut. 

2 NO GLASS, TV SCREEN or SAPPHIRE are to be cut at the club. 

A. Glass is too soft and clogs the laps and sapphire is too hard and forms grooves and scratches in the 
laps. 

B. Minimum of 6 and a maximum of 8.5 on the mohs scale to be cut 
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3. It is recommended to meet competency that a minimum of 30 to 36 hours is completed under tuition of a 
faceting instructor.  

4. Stones will only be kept on the Club Dops sticks for 6 weeks and must remain on club premises for this time. 

5. Once a member has completed the beginners faceting course THEY MUST SUPPLY THEIR OWN DOP STICKS 
to continue to work at the club. (these are available from gem shows or reputable lapidary suppliers ask 
the instructors) 

6. The Maximum size of rough to be cut at the club is preformed 16mm. Cutting well this equates to a faceted 
stone of 14 millimeters. 

7. The Instructors know the days they will be available to instruct and should block out the times on the sheets 
for the particular machines they will use for tutorials, even if they currently do not have a student. These 
should be blocked out at least 6 weeks in advance. 

8. The Instructors book the beginners machines. If there are 5 beginners they have priority over competent 
members on all 5  machines. 

9. Competent members can book a machine for a period of 6 weeks thought the instructors. The instructor 
will enter it on the booking sheet if a machine is available. 

10. The faceting room will only be opened by those deemed by the Management Committee as FACETING IN-
STRUCTORS or FACETING SUPERVISORS. 

11. Names to be listed after the May Meeting. 

12. Competency of the members stone cutting  will be assess by Bob Kelly President of the Morton Bay 
Facetor’s Guild 

13. It is the role of the instructors to observe the members use of the equipment and their cleaning practices. 
If a Member missuses the equipment the instructor has the power to ask the member to leave the room 
for the session. The matter is to be reported to Management Committee 

14. All club Members are to clean up, remove the rubbish and make sure the benches and floors are clean and 
tidy for the next session. The instructor is to check this is done to his/her satisfaction. 

15. Each member faceting is to have a copy of the rules given to them once they have been passed at May 

Meeting 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS 

Members are reminded that those who have not paid their Membership are not covered by insurance and there-
fore not eligible to use the equipment. Reciprocal arrangements are not currently in place with other clubs. 

 

EQUIPMENT  

14 New Motors Pulleys and Mounts for the Cab-room 

Concave, convex and expanding wheels on the Cab-King 

4 Donny Boon pattern plates 

3M Radial Bristle Disks for sale 

New Printer in the office 

Treasurer New Computer Thanks to Federal SPC Grant 

2x Hall’s Faceting Machines 
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Thursday 21st after a 9 month wait our two new Halls arrived. This is part of the Gambling Community Benefit 
Grant of July 2015. 

 

Joe and Mal can be seen enjoying the moment of putting them together. They thought they would never get 
here. 

 

 

David and Jim worked hard on the Monday of Anzac weekend installing 4 of the 14 new motors in the Cabbing 
room. These motors are part of the Federal SCP Grant 2016. 
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INSTAGRAM 

The club now has an Instagram account. If you would like to follow us and keep up with the club activities it is 
the account is @mtgravattlapidary 
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DATES TO REMEMBER 

27th February Gatton Gem Show, Shire Hall,  
   North Street 

If undelivered please return to  

Mt Gravatt Lapidary  Society Inc 
PO Box 150  
Mount Gravatt Qld 4122 

Mt  Gravatt  Lapidary  Society  Details 

Address: 

Mt Gravatt Park, 1873 Logan Road, Upper Mt Gravatt Qld 4122 

Postal Address: 

P.O. Box 150, Mt Gravatt Qld 4122 

Phone: (07) 3219 3381 

Email: mtgravattlapidaryclub@gmail.com 

Website: mtgravatt.lapidaryclub.com.au 

Club meetings are held on the third Wednesday of the month 
at 7.30pm. All Members are welcome and are encouraged to 
attend. 
7.30 pm. All members are welcome and encouraged to attend. 

Club Opening Hours 

Mon 7.30—9.30 pm 

Tues 7.30—9.30 pm 

Wed 9.00—12 noon 

Fri 9.00—12 noon 

Fri 7.30—9.30pm 

Closed public holidays 

Silver Classes 

Tue 9.00—12 noon 

Thur 7.00—9.30 

Mineral Society 

Last Wednesday of the month at  

7.00 pm 

JOINING FEES 

Adult  Members  -  $60  -  Comprising $30 joining fee, $30 annual subscription and $10 badge. 

Junior Members  (between 10 and 16 years)  -  $25  -  Comprising $5 joining fee, $10 annual Subscription and $10 badge. 

NEWSLETTER  LEVY for posted Newsletters $15.00 per year.  Newsletters collected from the Club are free 

Newsletters are posted to Life Members free of charge 

 

Open Saturday 3rd Saturday of the month 

Open Sunday  4th Sunday of the month 
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