
           January 2017 

“This facility has been sponsored by the Queensland Office of Arts and Cultural Development “ 

CALL FOR RAFFLE PRIZES. 
Could our Members please be generous and donate our raffle prizes early. 

In 2017 we are going to have a longer period to sell tickets for our raffle. 

We would like our prizes in by 30th November to allow for printing and to go on sale early in 
the New Year 

MGLS  BIRTHDAY  CELEBRATION 

Sunday 5th February  1pm 

Presentation by Wilma Nezmah on O’Briens Creek 

Entry via Gold Coin Donation 

Afternoon Tea---- please bring a plate 

DRINK PRICE RISE 

As of the 1st January 2017 the price of drinks at the club will 
rise: 

Tea, Coffee and Chocolate will be $1.00 

Soft drinks will be $1.50 

Cost includes 2 biscuits free of charge. 

BBQ’s on open Saturdays and Sundays will be $4.00 

Mt Gravatt Lapidary Society has a new website  
 
If you would like more information on the Society and it's facilities please visit 
www.mglslapidary.com.au 
or if you would like to contact the Society our new email is 
mglslapidary@gmail.com 
 
Alternatively check us out on Facebook or instagram to know what is happening around your 
clubhouse 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/mtgravattlapidary 
Instagram: @mtgravattlapidary 

http://www.mglslapidary.com.au/
mailto:mglslapidary@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/mtgravattlapidary


Management Committee 

President: 

Jim Horton 

0418 885 180 

mglspresident@gmail.com 

 

Vice President: 

David Buhmann 

 

Treasurer: 

Tina Horton 

0432 288 670 

mglstreasurer@gmail.com 

 

Secretary: 

Louise Fieldhouse 

0414 960 069 

mglssecretary@gmail.com 

 

Chief Instructor: 

Katherine Parsons 

0 

mglschiefinstructor 

@gmail.com 

 

Assistant Chief Instructor 

Brad Thomson               

0407 576 094 

 

Publicity Officer 

Linda Fountain 

mglspublicity@gmail.com 

 

 

 

Committee Officers 

Assistant Treasurer: 

SueHorton 

 

Assistant Secretary: 

Trevor Lewis 

 

Maintenance: 

1 Jim Horton 

2 David Buhmann 

3 Brad Thompson 

 

Librarian 

Sue Horton 

 

Museum Curator 

Sue Ericksson 

 

Field Trip Officer 

Darrell Bennett, Michael 
Siwek, Paul Opitz  and 
Peter Lansbury 

Providore 

Trevor Lewis 

 

President Report                       JANUARY 2017 

Hi 

I hope you all had a good Christmas, New Year holiday and are ready to    
become creative and productive in 2017. 

Over the Christmas break there has been work going on behind the scenes.  

 

The Silver has all re priced to reflect the cost per gram and paper work has 
been put in place for re-ordering and closer tracking of the silver.  

 

Over the Christmas break 6 of the cabbing machines have been completely 
stripped down, pulleys and belts have been replaced and the configuration 
of the sintered wheels have been rearranged to assist in the flow of work 
and to accommodate further expansion of our sintered wheels.  

 

The Brisbane City Council SCP Grant has been finalized and will be          
acquitted before the end of the month. The CCTV Cameras are fully        
functional both inside and out and processes put in place for ensure privacy 
and Committee only access. 

 

The Security lighting has improved the surveillance of the building and to 
date has prevented graffiti and vagrancy. 

We have had a quote on a Solar System to enable the club to reduce the 
costings on electricity. To be able to afford this we have applied for the  
Gambling Community Benefit Grant in the hope we may again be success-
ful. 

 

The Brisbane City Council have advised us that there will be another round 
of grants in February. We are eligible for their 2017 SCP Grant and we are 
working towards applying for replacement floor coverings and display      
cupboards for security of the mineral display.  

 

The Library is our next project to work on and complete. We will then be 
looking to upgrade the silver room.   

The Silversmithers should now start to think about what layout and where 
items of equipment need to be placed in the upgraded of this room.  

The working members and Instructors influenced and assisted with the   up-
grade and refurbishment of the faceting and cabbing rooms to enhance 
their working environments. This is what we would like to see happen with 
the Silver room. 

Jim 

MEMBERSHIP by-law CHANGE 

Once a Member has been un-financial for a period in excess of 3 months 
their application will have to be re submitted to a Management Meeting.  

The process will be the same as a new Members, however if accepted 
the joining fee will be wavered for a returning Member and they will just 
pay the yearly renewal fee. 



Chief  Steward 

Tina Horton 

 

Stewards: 

Sue Erricksson, Kath-

erine Parsons, Trevor 

Lewis  

 

Gem Show  
Convener 
Fabian Bracco 
 

QLACCA  

Representative 

Tina Horton 

 

Housekeeper 

Contracted 

 

Silver Committee 

To be formed 

 

Life Members 

John Brady 

Val Cugola 

Sue Ericksson 

Bob Kelly 

Helen Petterson 

Albert Taylor 

Joan Taylor 

Laurel Viogt 

Kevin Voigt 

 

LIBRARY  

BORROWING 

Members may borrow 
up to two books at a 
time. 
 
Please return all bor-
rowed books within 
2 weeks of borrowing 
them. 
 
Please sign out all 
books being bor-
rowed from the li-
brary. 
 
There is a register for 
this purpose on or in 
the desk in the library. 
 

 

 

CHIEF INSTRUCTOR’S REPORT 
 
I hope everyone had a fantastic Christmas and New Year break. Also I hope that 
you’re looking forward to another year of lapidary activities (especially entries for 
the upcoming Lapidary Show). 
 
Silver  
This year accelerated silver classes will be offered in order to ease the number of 
silver enrolments. These will be held over a two day period on an open Saturday 
and Sunday with the first class set to commence on 18 February (open Satur-
day). Please be aware that this will result in approximately 1-2 tables being occu-
pied during this period. Regular silver classes will also operate; with classes set 
to recommence on the first Tuesday and Thursday in February.  
 
This year also sees a change in the way that silver is priced at the Club. Silver 
will now be sold by the gram. Any specialty orders (such as gold or platinum) re-
quire a 50% deposit upon ordering. Finally, no stainless steel, steel or titanium is 
to be used in the guillotine in the silver room. If you have any further questions or 
require more information, please do not hesitate to chat to Tina or other silver du-
ty instructors. Changes to silver pricing (and ordering) are also provided on the 
table in the library for your convenience. 
 
Faceting 
Faceting has kicked off the New Year with a full room, perfect aircon and a new 
duty instructor.  Please welcome Michael Siwek to the team as our new instruc-
tor. This will allow for more faceting classes to be held. Stay tuned for future clas-
ses and remember to place your name in the faceting book if you are keen to 
learn how to facet. Also 5 students successfully passed the new faceting grading 
process in 2016 – please congratulate Jed, Michael, Peter, Alfonzo and Gilda. 
Well done! 
 
Cabochons 
Cabochon classes are in full swing at the Club with several new members joining 
this Tuesday night. The lapidary machines have been upgraded over the Christ-
mas break and are running smoothly. However, it is important that club members 
maintain the integrity of the wheels, as several wheels have been damaged since 
the club has reopened. Remember to use the whole of the lapidary wheel when 
working and avoid using stones with sharp edges as these can damage the pol-
ishing wheels.   
 
In general news, we also ask that members wear their name badges at all times 
whilst at the club. This allows us to know who are financial members. If you bring 
a visitor who is not already a financial member of the Club please inform the Duty 
Instructor upon arrival.  
 
Finally an Instructor’s meeting will be held at 11:30am Sunday 5 February 2017 
to discuss any issues, concerns or areas of silver, faceting and cabochons.  
 
I hope you all have a highly productive and creative 2017.  

SILVER SALES 

New accurate scales have been in use since the 1
st
 of January.  Silver is now be-

ing sold at the clubhouse by the gram. 

The silver has been re costed to reflect cost per gram so that there is no confu-
sion. 

A book is now supplied for re ordering. Special orders will be ordered with our 
stocks, a deposit may be needed. Please see Trevor or Tina 



GUILLOTINE 

The new Guillotine cutting surface has been damaged and is blunt. It was taken to the Meeting and the 
decision has been made that ONLY Silver, Copper, Brass, Gold and composites of these are to be cut 
on the Guillotine. 

 

ROLLING MILL 

Due to inappropriate use and damage to a Donny Boon patterning plate in November 2016. The deci-
sion has been made that ONLY Silver, Copper, Brass, Gold and composites of these are to be put 
through the Rolling Mill. 

Any materials that are to be put through the Rolling Mills must be annealed at all times. Annealing is ad-
vised by Durston for the mill and Donny Boon manufacturer of the patterned plates. 

 

RULES for TUMBLERS AT THE CLUB 

1 There will be a cost to tumble at the club and this cost is   $0.50/day.  

2 You must provide your own grit. 

 3 Grit can be purchased at the club in 100g and 500g bags. 

4 There is a book provided and all tumbling is to be registered in the book with dates to change 
and grit being used. 

 

FOSSICKING Report: 
 
Here is an update on the upcoming fossicking trips: 
 
25 & 26 February 
Weekend trip to Ewingar State Forest/Hogarth Range 
Please register your interest on the sign on sheet at the front desk at the club, information sheets are 
also available on the front desk.  Please check your email for a copy of the flyer. 
 
9-12 March 
Minerama at Glen Innes 
The fossicking committee is currently investigating options for fossicking at Minerama.  Please note this 
will not be run as a club trip at this stage as bookings for fossicking cannot be taken for a club at the 
present time.  However members from the club will be attending individually and there will be a planned 
meeting point for those interested, to be advised.  If you are attending the show we suggest you book 
your accommodation for this event ASAP as it is quickly filling up. 
 
If interested in going on the fossicking trips, please check the Minerama website for more information. 
Please email Michael Siwek for further information -  michael@vincentsecurity.com.au 
 
April 
Day trip, details to be advised. 
 
Happy Fossicking 
 
The Fossicking Committee 
 
 

NEW  MEMBERS 
Please welcome our new Members to the Club. Why not say hello and introduce yourself to them. Greg 
Bergel, Sheryl Bergel, Todd Cassels, Robyn Cross, John Jordan, John Kent, Li Li, Eleftherios  Symeou, 
Kirby Taylor and Leonard Van Lille.  
 

mailto:michael@vincentsecurity.com.au


QLACCA REPORT    January 2017 

QLACCA J&R Committee has met this month and the judges have been allotted for the next 12 months 
shows. 

LIBRARY REPORT                            JANUARY 2017 

Thank you to all members for using the Library responsibly and assisting with keeping the books in     
order. Keep up the good work. 

I would like to remind those members who took out books for over the Christmas period they are well 
over due. 

Sue Horton 

NEW EQUIPMENT 

Stone setting tool.    Silver scales    Scales for general use 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OFFICE BEARERS 2017 

President     Jim Horton       

Vice President   David Buhmann 

Secretary     Louise Fieldhouse      Assistant    Trevor Lewis 

Treasurer     Tina Horton       Assistant    Sue Horton 

Chief Instructor    Katherine Parsons      Assistant C/I   Brad Thomson 

Publicity Officer    Linda Fountain 

Maintenance Officers    Jim Horton, David Buhmann, Brad Thomson  

Librarian    Sue Horton 

Purchasing Officers      Treasury 

Providore    Trevor Lewis 

Field Trip Officers  Darrell Bennett, Michael Siwek, Paul Opitz  

Museum Curator  Sue Erricksson 

Chief Steward   Tina Horton 

Stewards    Sue Erricksson, Katherine Parsons, Trevor Lewis 

Gem Show Convener  Fabian Bracco 

QLACCA Delegate  Tina Horton 



DATES TO REMEMBER 

26th January Australia Day 

5th February Birthday BBQ at Mt Gravatt Clubhouse 

To be advised Gatton Gem Show, Shire Hall,  

   North Street 

FEBRUARY 

15th  MGLS General Meeting 

18th  Open Saturday 

26th  Open Sunday 

If undelivered please return to  

Mt Gravatt Lapidary  Society Inc 
PO Box 150  
Mount Gravatt Qld 4122 

Mt  Gravatt  Lapidary  Society  Details 

Address: 

Mt Gravatt Park, 1873 Logan Road, Upper Mt Gravatt Qld 4122 

Postal Address: 

P.O. Box 150, Mt Gravatt Qld 4122 

Phone: (07) 3219 3381 

Email: mglslapidary@gmail.com 

Website:www.mglslapidary.com.au 

 mtgravatt.lapidaryclub.com.au 

Club meetings are held on the third Wednesday of the month 
at 7.30pm. All Members are welcome and are encouraged to 
attend. 

Club Opening Hours 

Mon 7.30—9.30 pm 

Tues 7.30—9.30 pm 

Wed 9.00—12 noon 

Fri 9.00—12 noon 

Fri 7.30—9.30pm 

Closed public holidays 

Silver Classes 

Tue 9.00—12 noon 

Thur 7.00—9.30 

Mineral Society 

Last Wednesday of the month at  

7.00 pm 

JOINING FEES 

Adult  Members  -  $70  -  Comprising $30 joining fee, $30 annual subscription and $10 badge. 

Junior Members  (between 10 and 16 years)  -  $25  -  Comprising $5 joining fee, $10 annual Subscription and $10 badge. 

NEWSLETTER  LEVY for posted Newsletters $15.00 per year.  Newsletters collected from the Club are free 

Newsletters are posted to Life Members free of charge 

MARCH 
4-5th    North Brisbane, Bracken Ridge High School 
 
APRIL 
14th—17th    The 53rd National Gem & Mineral Show, 
GEMBOREE 2017 will be held in : Tony Luchetti Showground 
Lithgow, NSW 

Open Saturday 3rd Saturday of the month 

Open Sunday  4th Sunday of the month 

mailto:mglslapidary@gmail.com
http://www.mglslapidary.com.au/



