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“This facility has been sponsored by the Queensland Office of Arts and Cultural Development “ 

Friendship and Fellowship—our precious gems 

CHRISTMAS CLOSURE  -   The final session at the club will be Open Saturday 16th 
December and the Club will re-open on Monday the 9th January. 

 

CHRISTMAS PARTY  SATURDAY 2 DECEMBER  (11.30am onwards) 

ALL MEMBERS WELCOME 
It’s that time of year again when members can let their hair down and celebrate the festive season in 

style. 

There is a list at the door (next to the attendance book) for members to place their name and how many 
people will be attending the party. This will help catering. 

 
To make it a great day we need a little help with the catering……… 

 

If your name starts with A—K please bring a salad, those with L—Z please bring desert. 

The Club supplies nibbles, ham, chicken, bread, tea and coffee and non-alcoholic punch. 

If you wish to participate in the SECRET SANTA, Please bring a gift for your gender to the value of $15 

If you bring children, please bring a present for them and put their name on it. 

The Christmas Party is an ideal occasion to meet up with all our members and to enjoy  

Friendship and fellowship  - our greatest gems. 

CHRISTMAS RAFFLE 

The main Christmas raffle prize has been donated by Joe Nezmah and Ann Chang. This is on dis-
play in the club house.  

Tickets are available at the club house.  Winner will be drawn at the Christmas Party on Satur-

day 2nd December.   PLEASE MAKE SURE THE TICKETS ARE BACK BY THE 1ST DECEMBER 

CLUB BIRTHDAY 

Mount Gravatt Lapidary Club celebrates its birthday on the 3 February 2018. Come join us for 
a party at the clubrooms, starting at 11am.  

BBQ lunch, BYO meat, breads and beverages.  



Management Committee 

President: 

Tina Horton 

0432 288 670 

mglspresident@gmail.com 

 

Vice President: 

David Buhmann 

 

Treasurer: 

Jim Horton 

0418 885 180 

mglstreasurer@gmail.com 

 

Secretary: 

Kylie Keats 

mglssecretary@gmail.com 

 

Membership Secretary: 

Louise Fieldhouse 

0414 960 069 

mglslapidary@gmail.com 

 

Chief Instructor: 

Jasper Joy 

mglschiefinstructor 

@gmail.com 

 

Assistant Chief Instructor 

 

Publicity Officer 

Katherine Parsons 

mglspublicity@gmail.com 

 

 

 

Committee Officers 

Assistant Treasurer: 

Sue Horton 

 

Assistant Secretary: 

Trevor Lewis 

 

Maintenance: 

1 Jim Horton 

2 David Buhmann 

 

Librarian: 

Sue Horton 

 

Museum Curator: 

Sue Ericksson 

 

Field Trip Officers: 

Darrell Bennett, Michael 

Siwek, Paul Opitz , John 

Jorden and John Kent 

 

 
PRESIDENT REPORT             NOVEMBER 2017 
Three years have gone so fast with many ups and downs. Many changes have taken 
place that did not suit some of the Members. These members have moved on and 
we wish them all the best. 
 
Who would think it is only three years since this management stepped up and put 
forward a proposal to the Members for a rearrangement of the club house. Ena-
bling much better work practices as well as maintaining the club rooms to the stan-
dard the community expects. 
 
When the proposal was accepted, I know there were many members who were un-
certain about the changes. However these changes are now accepted as part of the 
norm and the members and public are very complimentary. 
 
I admit that we would not be this far advanced without Grants. We still have a 
Grants pending from the BCC, submitted for a second time, to upgrade the floors 
and we will submit an application to the  Gambling Community Grant Program at 
the end of November (a second time) for the Solar System. 
 
The equipment WISH LIST we asked the members to put forward when we took 
over has almost been completed. Even our Museum has new cupboards, I think Sue 
thought she would never get her wish to have all displays replaced with their own 
lighting. 
 
The silver room will benefit shortly from the planed upgrade. This area will see 
drastic improvements with some new equipment (possibly the end of the list) and 
easier access to the equipment already there. 
 
While making the changes to the club house we have made a conscious decision to 
purchase fixtures and fittings as well as equipment that is energy efficient and re-
duces the maintenance of the club for the members going forward.  
 
This Management Committee has obtained approval for the lease on further land 
from the BCC.  Geoff Cowan has penciled out a drawing of possible extensions if in 
the future the Management Committees fell see a need to expand.  
 
Finally I would like to thank all the Members who have served on this Management 
Committee over the three years working tirelessly with me to have achieved so 
much in a short time. I speak for us all in wishing the new Team all the best in their 
new adventure. 
 
Jim 

 

CHIEF INSTRUCTORS REPORT                            NOVEMBER  2017 

Due to the introduction of more modern techniques into the jewellery sessions, the 
club is seeing more and more copper coming through. As a result, it was asked if 
copper could be burnished at the club. 
 
The burnishing of copper was discussed and it was decided that the club would look 
at providing a burnisher for hand-made jewellery which contains copper. 

 

Friendship and Fellowship—our precious gems 



Chief  Steward 

Tina Horton 

 

Stewards: 

Sue Erricksson,  

Katherine Parsons,  

Sue Horton, 

Trevor Lewis  

 

Gem Show  
Convener 
Fabian Bracco 
 

QLACCA  

Representative 

Tina Horton 

 

Housekeeper 

Contracted 

 

Life Members 

John Brady 

Val Cugola 

Sue Ericksson 

Bob Kelly 

Helen Petterson 

Albert Taylor 

Joan Taylor 

Laurel Viogt 

Kevin Voigt 

 

LIBRARY  

BORROWING 

Members may borrow 
up to two books at a 
time. 
 
Please return all bor-
rowed books within 
2 weeks of borrowing 
them. 
 
Please sign out all 
books being bor-
rowed from the 
 library. 
 
There is a register for 
this purpose on or in 
the desk in the library. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  

 
The rules of this burnisher are the same as the current burnisher, however copper is 
allowed. 
 
The burnisher would marked and is in the cupboard under bench. This burnisher is to be 
cleaned and the solutions replaced by the Members who used it. 
 
The burnisher and bowl of shot would be clearly marked. Leaving three burnishers still 
dedicated to silver, gold and platinum. 
 
The changes to the faceting rules are still pending and will be presented at the instruc-
tors meeting. 

 

INSTRUCTORS MEETING 
An instructors meeting will be held on Open Saturday January 20, 2018 at 1pm after 

the session, please contact Jasper for further information. 

 

Hazardous Rock and Mineral Policies are in the Club. 

 MAKE SURE YOU READ THEM. 

These policies are on all the notice boards as well as in the policy 
folder. 

 

SHOW SCHEDULE for 2018 

Now available on the website and at the front desk of the clubrooms. 
 

CHANGES AFTER THE AGM 
 
A successful AGM was held and the office bearers were appointed as over 
the page. 
 
Membership changes from 1st January 2018 are: 
 

1. The joining and membership fee will be the same through the entire 
year. $70 no matter what month of the year a member joins. 

2. The junior Membership joining and membership will be half that of 
the adult Membership: $35  

3. Family Membership (two adults and two children) will remain at 
$140. Double the adult Membership 

4. The Junior session fee will be half that of the adult fee rounded up to 
nearest dollar. Session fee for a junior will be $3. 



OFFICE BEARERS 2018 
 
President: Tina Horton       

Vice President: David Buhmann 

Secretary: Kylie Keats                 Assistant Secretary:  Trevor Lewis 

Treasurer: Jim  Horton                Assistant Treasurer:  Sue Horton 

Chief Instructor: Jasper Joy                   Assistant C/I: TBA    

Membership Secretary: Louise Fieldhouse 

Publicity Officer: Katherine Parsons 

Maintenance Officers: Jim Horton, David Buhmann  

Librarian:  Sue Horton 

Purchasing Officers: Treasury 

Providore: Trevor Lewis/Jim Horton 

Field Trip Officers: Darrell Bennett, Michael Siwek, Paul Opitz, John Jorden and John Kent 

Museum Curator: Sue Erricksson 

Chief Steward:  Tina Horton 

Stewards: Sue Erricksson, Katherine Parsons, Sue Horton and Trevor Lewis 

Gem Show Convener: Fabian Bracco 

QLACCA Delegate: Tina Horton 

 

QLACCA REPORT             NOVEMBER 2017 

Graham McLean (AFLACCA JNR) and Kerry Myatt (QLACCA JNR) conducted the Jewellery Judging course held at 
the MGLS Clubrooms last week end. A good time was had by all. We all now await the results of the five jewellery 
pieces Graham and Kerry have taken to judge as part of our results for the certificate to enable us to judge as a 
QLACCA jewellery judge. 
 
Tina 
 

LIBRARY REPORT                                             NOVEMBER  2017 
Thanks to all those who were only too willing to move all the books to the new library. It is really starting to take 
shape.  
 
I have tried to put all the silver, jewellery and reference on the left side going into the room. The rock minerals 
and faceting are to the right. Mal is busy building the desk, he has done a brilliant job. Thanks again Mal. 
 
Sue Horton 

 

NEW EQUIPMENT      
Drill press 

****  CHRISTMAS PARTY CONTINUOUS RAFFLE  **** 

As well as our Christmas raffle, we will be having a continuous raffle on the day.  

All donations for this are gratefully accepted. A collection box will be available near the office. 

Please make sure your donations are in good taste. 



NOVEMBER BIRTHSTONE 
 
Yellow Topaz 
 
Yellow Topaz is known as the birthstone for November, but now in has most probably been taken over by the 
more commonly used Citrine. Topaz is a particularly lovely gemstone which is deserving of more recognition and 
referred to as “Precious Topaz”. 
 
Chemistry: Al2SiO4 (F,OH)2+Cr. 
Crystallography: Orthorhombic. Crystals prismatic, stumpy, sometimes very large, often well formed: also mas-
sive, granular, as rolled pebbles 
Refractive index: 5/5 
Hardness: 8. 
Specific gravity: 3.51–3.54 
 
The term “precious topaz”, refers to stones of rich yellow to a medium peachy orange 
colour, often bringing to mind the amber gold of a fine cognac, the blush of a ripe 
peach and the colour of the setting sun. 
“Precious Topaz” originally was used to distinguish the yellow and orangish topaz from 
other gems such as citrine and smoky quartz. 
While its cheaper cousin, Citrine, commonly used these days and is an alternative No-
vember birthstone, is slightly softer and does not have quite the complexity of colour 
that is present in a particularly fine Topaz. 
Topaz of any type is a good jewelry stone and historically one of the most important gemstones. 
The Egyptians believed that Topaz was coloured with the golden glow of Ra – the sun God. The importance of Ra 
made topaz a very powerful protetive amulet for the faithful. The link with the sun was also found in the ancient 
Roman culture where topaz was associated with Jupiter, also a God of the Sun. 
Topaz was once thought to strengthen the mind, increase wisdom, and prevent mental disorders. The Greeks 
used the gem to increase strength amd make its wearer invisible in times of crisis. 
 
Citrine 
 
Citrine is a very popular gem and is listed as the modern birthstone for November. As might be guessed from the 
name, citrine comes in a range of citrus colours ranging from lemon yellow, gold to the rich orange of the 
mandira. 
 
Chemistry: SiO2  
Crystal system: Hexagonal crystal system with no cleavage, vi-
trous lustre and conchoidal fracture 
Refractive index: 1.5-1.553 
Hardness: 7. 
Specific gravity: 2.651 
 
This affordable gem is a macrocrystalline variety of quartz, ideal 
for a number of uses as it is usually very clean, without inclusions 
and available in large sizes. 
Good quality citrine found in its natural form is relatively rare. 
Thus much of the commercially available citrine is heat-treated 
amethyst.  
The colour of citrine is due to trace amounts of iron impurities within the crystal structure- the difference be-
tween citrine and amethyst is only the oxidation state of these iron impurities. Heating amethyst reduces the oxi-
dation state of the iron impurities and causes the purple colour of amethyst to fade and become yellow to red-
dish-orange (citrine). 
 
Further information can be found on the IGS (International Gem Society) site. 



 

If undelivered please return to  

Mt Gravatt Lapidary  Society Inc 
PO Box 150  
Mount Gravatt Qld 4122 

Mt  Gravatt  Lapidary  Society  Details 

Address: 

Mt Gravatt Park, 1873 Logan Road, Upper Mt Gravatt Qld 4122 

Postal Address: 

P.O. Box 150, Mt Gravatt Qld 4122 

Phone: (07) 3219 3381 

Email: mglslapidary@gmail.com 

Website: www.mglslapidary.com.au 

Club meetings are held on the third Wednesday of the month 
at 7.30pm. All Members are welcome and are encouraged to 
attend. 
 

Club Opening Hours 

Mon 7.30—9.30 pm 

Tues 7.30—9.30 pm 

Wed 9.00—12 noon 

Fri 9.00—12 noon 

Fri 7.30—9.30pm 

Closed public holidays 

Silver Classes 

Tue 9.00—12 noon 

Thur 7.00—9.30 

Mineral Society 

Last Wednesday of the month at  

7.00 pm 

JOINING FEES 

Adult  Members  -  $70  -  Comprising $30 joining fee, $30 annual subscription and $10 badge. 

Junior Members  (between 10 and 16 years)  -  $25  -  Comprising $5 joining fee, $10 annual Subscription and $10 badge. 

NEWSLETTER  LEVY for posted Newsletters $15.00 per year.  Newsletters collected from the Club are free 

Open Saturday 3rd Saturday of the month 

Open Sunday  4th Sunday of the month 

 

The Management Committee would like to wish all the members, the lapidary 
community and our suppliers a Merry and Safe Christmas. 

 
May your New Year be full of happiness and joy! 

 
 

 

Friendship and Fellowship—our precious gems 


